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TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1884-85,
Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Highway Surveyors.
DANIEL NOKTON. HENKY G. FIELDS.
WILLIAM BOYNTON.
Town Clerk.
JOHN LARRABEE.
Treasurer. Collector.
GEORGE NEWHALL. LEAVIS G. COBURN.
Assessors.
HERBERT H. WESTGATE. GEORGE F. BOARDMAN.
DEXTER PRATT.
Water Commissioners.
JOSEPH D. WILDE, Chairman (resigned April, 1884).
WINGATE P. SARGENT, Chairman (elected to fill vacancy).
W. IRVING ELLIS Term expires 1885.
WILBUR D. FISKE ‘‘ ‘‘ 1886.
Superintendent of Water Works and Clerk of Board of Water
Commissioners.
ADDISON LANE.
Commissioners of Water Loan Sinking Fund.
DANIEL RUSSELL, Chairman .... Term expires 1887.
ROYAL P. BARRY “ “ 1885.
JOHN W. FARAVELL “ 1886.
School Committee.
JULIUS S. CLARK, Chairman
CLIFTON FLETCHER
Mbs. MARTHA A. ADAMS ....
Mns. SARAH AY BRADBURY .
Mrs. a. K. MILLER
THOMAS AV. RIPLEY
Trustees of the Public
ELBRIDGE H. GOSS. THOMAS B. PECK.
CHARLES C. BARRY. HANNAH LYNDE.
PIKEBE A. NORRIS.
Term expires 1885.
“ “ 1886.
“ “ 1886.
“ “ 1887.
“ “ 1885.
“ “ 1887.
ibrary.
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Auditors.
JOHN K. NOKTON. FEANK E. ORCUTT.
GILBERT N. HARRIS.
Constables.
ANSEL B. PIERCE. FRANK M. McLAUGHLIN.
Registrars of Voters.
ALFRED HOCKING, Chairman . . Term expires May 1, 1887.
WALTER BABB “ ‘‘ “ 1886.
JOHN B. SOUTHER u u u
JOHN LARRABEE, Toion Clerk
Representative in the General Court.
JOHN W. FARWELL.
Engineers of the Fire Department.
A. WILBUR LYNDE, Chief. WALTER B. ELLIS.
DEXTER PRATT, Clerk.
Measurer of Wood and Bark, Weigher of Hay and Coal.
SETH E. BENSON.
Surveyor of Lumber.
HENRY A. LEONARD.
Committee on Cemeteries.
GEORGE NEWHALL. DANIEL RUSSELL. JOHN LARRABEE.
Fence Viewer.
DEXTER PRATT.
Field Drivers.
OTIS HOWARD. FRANK GIBBONS. HENRY B. NEWHALL.
W. TRUMAN HOWARD.
Pound Keeper.
W. TRUMAN HOWARD.
Police Officers.
FRANK M. McLAUGHLIN, Chief. A. WILBUR LYNDE.
ANSEL B.' PIERCE. ARTHUR C. TAPLEY.
HENRY B. NEWHALL. OSBORNE E. DROWN.
JOSEPH HOLBROOK. THOMAS MARSHALL.
• CHARLES T. STEVENS.
REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.
To THE Citizens of Melrose:
—
We herewith submit our annual report for the financial
year ending December 31st, 1884.
BOARD OF HEALTH.
Your attention is called to recent legislation concerning
contagious diseases.
[Acts of 1884. Chap. 98.]
Sect. 1. When a householder knows that a person within his
famil}^ is sick of small-pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, or any other
disease dangerous to the public health, he shall immediately give
notice thereof to the selectmen or board of health of the town in
which he dwells
;
and upon the death, recovery, or removal of
such person, the rooms occupied and the articles used by him
shall be disinfected by such householder in a manner approved by
the board of health. Any person neglecting or refusing to com-
ply with either of the above provisions shall forfeit a sum not
exceeding one hundred dollars.
Sect. 2. When a physician knows that a person whom he is
called to visit is infected with small-pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever,
or an}" other disease dangerous to public health, he shall imme-
diately give notice thereof to the selectmen or board of health of
the town
;
and if he refuses or neglects to give such notice he
shall forfeit for each offence not less than fifty nor more than two
hundred dollars.
Sect. 3. The boards of health in the several cities and towns
shall cause a record to be kept of all reports received in pursu-
ance of the preceding sections, and such record shall contain the
names of all persons who are sick, the localities in which they
live, the diseases with which they are affected, together with the
date and names of the persons reporting any such cases. The
boards of health shall give the school committee immediate infor-
mation of all cases of contagious diseases reported to them
according to the provisions of this act.
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[Acts of 1883. Chap. 124.]
Sect. 2. No railroad corporation, or other common carrier or
person, shall convey or cause to be conve3^ed, through or from an^"
city or town in this Commonwealth, the remains of an}’ person’
who has died of small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, or typhoid
fever, until such body has been so encased and prepared as to
preclude any danger ot communicating the disease to others by
its transportation ; and no local registrar or clerk shall give a
permit for the removal of such body until he has received from
the board of health of the city, or the selectmen of the town,
where the death occurred, a certificate, stating the cause of death,
and that said body has been prepared in the manner set forth in
this section, which certificate shall be delivered to the agent or
person who receives the body.
By the above it will be seen that it is the duty of the
Selectmen, acting as a Board of Health, to keep a record
of all cases reported to them.
The cases reported during 1884 have been as follows :
Diphtheria, 7 ; scarlet fever 11; typhoid fever, 11. Total, 29.
We have appointed O. E. Drown as a sanitary police
officer, whose duty it shall be to visit all places where the
above diseases exist, and at the proper time to see that the
premises are thoroughly fumigated, disinfectants used, etc.
HIGHWAYS, DHAINAGE, AND SIDEWALKS.
The streets are in good condition, and we recommend
an appropriation of same amount as last year. Repairs
have been made on drains, bridges, and culverts where
needed.
The advantages of good sidewalks and crossings are ap-
parent to all. We would advise an appropriation the pres-
ent year as large as that of 1884 ; a portion, say one-quarter,
to be used in connecting detached sections as may be deemed
necessary or desirable, in accordance with provisions of law.
We would also recommend an appropriation of two hun-
dred dollars for the repair and recoating of such portions
of the sidewalks as are broken or worn out. This is urged
by many of our citizens.
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REGISTEATION OF VOTERS.
By an act of the Legislature of 1884, it became the duty
of your Selectmen to appoint a new board of officers whose
duties should be to take charge of all matters pertaining
to the registration of voters. We accordingly appointed : —
John B. Souther, to serve until May 1, 1885.
Walter Babb, “ “ “ 1886.
Alfred Hocking, “ “ “ “ “ 1887.
Who, together with the Town Clerk, constitute the Board.
DRINKING FOUNTAIN.
During the year 1883 a petition was received from per-
sons who were all owners of horses, asking that an article
might be inserted in the warrant as follows : “ To see if
the town will erect a drinking fountain for horses, that can
be of use in winter, to be located near the Town Hall, &c.”
A committee was appointed, who reported at the last annual
meeting, recommending that the Town purchase a fountain
similar to one now in use in a neighboring town. It was so
voted, and your Selectmen were appointed to purchase. After
a thorough investigation, we became convinced that an iron
fountain would not accomplish the desire of the petitioners,
or, as we believe, the intent of the Town, viz., to furnish a
fountain that would “ of use in winter
^
We have there-
fore placed at the corner of Upham and Main Streets a
stone fountain, which, if not particularly ornamental, will
certainly prove substantial and useful. Thus far it has
stood the test of the recent extremely cold weather, and the
water has continued to flow without freezing.
STATE AID.
The limitation of time for the payment of State Aid has
been extended to the first day of January, 1890.
We have continued to pay to invalid pensioners and
their dependent relatives such amounts as would be approved
by the State Commissioners, as heretofore.
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MEMORIAL DAY.
We append a statement received from the Commander of
Post 4, G. A. R., concerning the expenditure of the amount
raised at the last annual meeting, and recommend that a
similar appropriation be made for the present year.
Memorial Day Committee., Post^., G. A. R.
To Cash received from Geo. Newhall, Town Treasurer $200 00
Paid R. Powers & Son, for five headstones $115 00
u Cemetery Committee for foundations 7 00
“ “ cleaning up
graves and setting out fiowers . 5 00
(( C. Casey and H. E.Wile}' for fiowers 25 83
u M. F. Eastman, teaming 2 00
u Suffolk Iron Works for standards 22 55
Flags and printing same 5 85
“ Balance remaining on hand .... 16 77
Respectfully submitted,
Edwin C. Gould, Chairman., ]
Chas. O. Boyd,
j
Clark B. Baldwin, [>
Alfred Hocking,
I
James Marshall,
J
$200 00
3Iemorial
Day
Committee.
TOWN POOR.
By reference to the financial columns of this report, it
may be seen that the bills for the support of the insane com-
prise fully one-third of the entire expense of this department
for the year. Eleven persons of this class have been
boarded in different hospitals for the whole or a part of the
year, at an expense of 11,578.17. Of this number, seven
may be classed among the harmlessly insane, who might be
safely cared for in a town alms-house, if we were provided
with one. Of those who are at present fully supported, and
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who would properly become inmates of an alms-house, there
are seven males and eight females, who, mostly aged and
infirm, are wholly incapacitated for labor.
The whole number of those who have received more or
less aid during the year is one hundred and twelve. Of this
number, ninety-three have been aided temporarily,— forty-
four of whom have their settlements in other places, for
whose support we are to be reimbursed.
The expense of this department has been less than that
of the previous year by $1,504.89. This was owing to the
abundance of labor, at good wages, attendant upon the
growth of the town, which continued from early spring far
into the winter months.
As we go to press this mid-winter, the usual signs of
destitution are showing themselves. We believe that the
executive officer has shown no lack of vigilance, or of faith-
fulness, in preventing suffering, or in the disbursement of
this fund.
While we have always insisted upon strict economy of
administration in all the departments of the town, we know
that suffering cannot be limited by figures or appropriations,
and that the spirit of our poor laws should seek rather to
prevent than to alleviate suffering, whatever may be the
exigency of the times or of circumstances. For the details
of expenditure, see page of contents.
Respectfully submitted,
DANIEL NORTON,
HENRY G. FIELDS,
WILLIAM BOYNTON.
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK.
PROCEEDINGS OF TOWN MEETINGS.
Annual Meeting, March 3, 1881 12 M.
Article 1 of the Warrant. To choose a Moderator.
Levi S. Gould chosen unanimous vote.
Art. 2 . To bring in votes for Selectmen, Clerk, Treasurer,
Collector, Assessors, and other officers
;
votes for two School
Committee to be on a separate ballot.
To bring in votes, also upon a separate ballot, in answer to the
question, “ Shall licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicating
liquors in this town?” Form of ballots to be ‘"Yes” or No.”
Voted^ That the officers elected by ballot this day shall consist
of three Selectmen, who shall also be Overseers of the Poor and
Highwa}' Surveyors, one Clerk, one Treasurer, one Tax Collector,
three Assessors, one Water Commissioner for three years, one
Water Loan Sinking Fund Commissioner for three 3^ears, five
Libraiy Trustees, three Auditors, three Constables, and two
School Committee for three 3’ears.
Polls opened.
Voted, That the polls be closed at 5.15 p. m.
Voted, That when this meeting adjourns it be to IMonda}'
evening, March 10th, 1884, and that the transaction of town
business, other than voting, be postponed to that time.
Henr}' G. Fields and Herbert H. Westgate were appointed
to check the voting lists, and Joel Snow, John R. Jones, and
George A. Tainter were appointed to sort and count the bal-
lots cast
;
all being duly sworn, as required b\^ law, to faithfulR
discharge their duties.
Polls were closed at 5.15 p. m., and the result of the balloting
was declared b^’ the Moderator, as follows :
—
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OFFICERS ELECTED.
Selectmen., Overseers of the Poor and Highway Surveyors—
Daniel Norton, Jr., Henr}^ D. Fields, William Boynton. Town
Clerk— John Larrabee. Town Treasurer— George Newhall.
Collector of Taxes— Lewis G. Coburn. Assessors— Herbert H.
Westgate, Dexter Pratt, George F. Boardman. Water Commis-
sioner for Three Years— Joseph D. Wilde. Water Locm Sinking
Fund Commissioner for Three Years— Daniel Bussell. Library
Trustees— Elbridge H. Goss, Charles C. Bany, Thomas B. Peck,
Hannah Lynde, Phoebe A. Norris. Auditors— John R. Norton,
Frank E. Orcutt, Gilbert N. Harris. Constables— Ansel B.
Pierce, Frank M. McLaughlin, Samuel Lear. School Committee
for Three Years— Thomas W. Ripley, Sarah W. Bradbuiy.
LICENSE QUESTION.
“Yes,” eighteen votes
;
“No,” two hundred and thirty-five
votes.
Voted to adjourn.
Adjourned Meeting, March 10, 1884. 7.30 P. M.
*
Art. 3. To choose all other necessary Town officers.
OFFICERS ELECTED.
Measurers of Wood and Bark., Weighers of Hay and Coal—
Seth E. Benson, James McIntyre. Surveyor of Lumber — Henry
A. Leonard. Committee on Cemeteries— George Newhall, Daniel
Russell, John Larrabee. Field Drivers— Otis Howard, H. B.
Newhall, Frank Gibbons, W. Truman Howard. Fence Viewers—
Dexter Pratt, George P. Fuller. Pound Keeper— W. Truman
Howard.
Art. 4. To authorize the Town Treasurer to borrow money
for the purpose of meeting the demands of the Town, with the
approval of the Selectmen.
Voted unanimously, To authorize the Town, Treasurer to bor-
row money, with the approval of the Selectmen, in such sums, and
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^on siicli terms, and for such time, as ma^^ be found for the interest of
the Town, as a temporary loan in anticipation of the taxes of the
current year, which loan is hereby made payable from such taxes,
—the amount borrowed not to exceed eighteen thousand dollars at
any one time.
Art. 5. To hear and act upon the report of the Finance Com-
mittee appointed at a meeting held November 13, 1883.
Keport of Committee read and accepted.
Art. 6. To raise money for schools.
Voted., To raise fifteen thousand five hundred dollars for the
support of schools.
Art. 7. To raise money for school contingent expenses.
Voted., To raise two thousand five hundred dollars for school
contingent expenses.
Art. 8. To raise money for highwa3's.
Voted., To raise three thousand eight hundred dollars for high-
way’s.
Voted^ That two-thirds of the sum raised be expended before
May 31, 1884.
Art. 9. To raise money for sidewalks.
Voted., To raise one thousand dollars for sidewalks, said sum
to be expended for concrete walks, under direction of the Select-
men, according to provisions of laws accepted by’ the Town, re-
lating to sidewalks, by’ which abuttors pay one-half the expense,
and that the Selectmen be instructed to connect the concrete
walks already laid, so far as the interests of the Town will in
their judgment be best subserved by their doing so, and assess
the abuttors therefor if necessary’.
Art. 10. To raise money’ for crossings and gutters.
Voted., To raise two hundred dollars for concrete crossings
and gutters. »
Art. 11. To raise moneys for the support of the poor.
Voted^ To raise five thousand dollars for the support of the
poor.
Art. 12. To raise money’ for the Fire Department.
Voted^ To raise two thousand dollars for the expenses of the
Fire Department.
Art. 13. To raise money’ for the lighting and care of street
lamps.
*
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Voted
^
To raise eighteen hundred and four dollars for the
lighting and care of street lampg, and that thirty -four of the
lamps be lighted with gas.
Art. 14. To raise money for additional street lamps.
Voted., To raise one hundred dollars' for additional street lamps.
That one-half of the amount raised be expended for lamps to be
placed at the Highlands, north of Melrose Street, and the other
half for lamps to be placed on Main Street, between the gasom-
eter and Malden line.
Art. 15. To raise money to pay watchmen and policemen.
Voted, To raise twelve hundred dollars to pay watchmen and
policemen.
Art. 16. To raise money for contingent expenses.
Voted, To raise nine hundred dollars for contingent, expenses.
Art. 17. To raise money to pay interest on the Town debt.
Voted, To raise six thousand dollars to pay interest on the
Town debt.
Art. 18. To raise money for the reduction of the Town debt.
Voted, To raise five thousand dollars for the reduction of the
Town debt.
Art. 19. To raise money for the Public Library.
Voted, To raise five hundred dollars for the Public Library,
and that the dog tax when received be appropriated for the same
purpose.
Art. 20. To raise money for water, maintenance and use
of
;
also to pay cost of constructing works for past year.
Voted, To raise two thousand dollars for the use of the water.
Art. 21. To raise money for salaries of Town officers, and
to fix the compensation of all officers and committees elected or
appointed by the Town.
Voted, To raise eighteen hundred dollars for the payment of
salaries, and that the Town officers be paid the same as last year.
Art. 22. To raise money for drainage, bridges, and culverts.
Voted, To raise five hundred dollars for drainage, bridges, and
culverts.
Art. 23. To raise money for deficiencies in accounts for the
past year, and for all other necessary expenses of the ensuing
year.
Voted, To raise for deficiencies six thousand two hundred and
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twenty-three dollars and fifty-two cents, viz. : Water, cost of
constructing works 1883, $4,.024.78; Poor Fund, $1,364.25;
Insurance, $69.80
;
Town Hall account, $493.69
;
Police, $18 ;
Military aid, $253. Total, $6,223.52.
Voted., To raise three hundred dollars for insurance of town
propert3\
Voted, That the unexpended balances from last 3'ear be added
to the appropriations for this 3'ear, and credited to the several
departments.
Art. 24. To determine the method b3’ which the taxes for
the 3"ear shall be collected.
Voted, That all taxes be made pa3'able on or before Oct. 1,
1884, and that interest be added upon all taxes remaining unpaid
after that date, at the rate of six per centum per annum
;
that
all propert3' on which the taxes remain unpaid on June 1, 1885, be
sold b3^ the Collector, in accordance with the provisions of law.
Art. 25. To see if the Town will build the extension of Fos-
ter Street as laid out and accepted, and raise mone3^ for the same,
on petition of John Bufilirn and others.
Upon a motion to appropriate mone3’ for the building of the
street,—not a vote.
Art. 26. To see if the Town will build a school-house at the
Highlands, in accordance with the report of the committee at last
town meeting, and appropriate money for the same, on petition
o^ Joel Snow and others.
Voted, That the sum of eight thousand dollars be appro-
priated to build a school-house at the Highlands, on land pur-
chased b3^ the Town for that purpose, substantiall3’ in accordance
with the plans of the committee appointed for that purpose, and
that a committee of five citizens be appointed to carr3" into eflect
the provisions of this vote.
Voted, To adjourn to Tuesda3^ evening, March 11, 1884,
7.30 p. M.
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.
Adjourned Meeting, March 11, 1884, 7.30 P. M.
Art. 27. To see if the Town will build and grade Washing-
ton Street, according to plan of County Commissioners, and raise
or appropriate money for the same, on petition of William Scran-
nage and others.
Voted.) To indefinitely postpone.
Art. 26.
Voted^ That the Treasurer be authorized to borrow eight
thousand dollars for the erection of a school building on Frank-
lin Street, Melrose Highlands, said money to be subject to the
order of committee to build said building, all bills for the same
first being approved b}" the Selectmen.
Committee appointed .—Joel Snow, Rufus A. White, Thomas
W. Riple}^, Daniel J. Prior, John W. Farwell.
Note.—Mr. D. J. Prior declined serving, and Mr. Moses S. Page was
appointed by the Moderator.
Art. 28. To see if the Town will appropriate $200 for keep-
ing in repair and decorating the graves of soldiers on Memorial
Day, the same to be placed in the hands of the Memorial Day
Committee of Post 4, G. A. R., on petition of D. W. Gooch and
others.
Voted.) To raise two hundred dollars, said sum to be placed in
the hands of the Memorial Day Committee of Post 4, G. A. R.,
to be expended for the keeping in repair and decoration of sol-
diers’ graves in this town.
Art. 29. To see if the Town will accept an alteration of the
lines of Rowe Street north of Emerson Street, as made by the
Selectmen.
Report read.
Voted^ To accept the alteration.
Art. 30. To hear and act on the report of the committee
appointed to ascertain the cost of a new water main from Spot
Pond
;
also, the cost of a new gate-house at the pond.
Report read and accepted. Committee granted further time.
Art. 31. To hear and act on the report of the committee
appointed to take into consideration the providing of school ac-
commodations for that part of the town in the vicinity of the
Rubber Works.
Report read and accepted.
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Voted., That the thanks of the Town be extended to Hon.
E. S. Converse, for his kindness and liberalit}" in providing school
accommodations at the Fells, and for his generosity in offering a
lot of land for a school building.
Art. 32. To hear and act on the report of the committee
appointed to consider the providing of a suitable drinking foun-
tain for horses in winter.
Voted^ To raise two hundred and fifty dollars, said sum to be
expended under the direction of the Selectmen, for the purchase
of a fountain similar to one now in use in square at Stoneham.
Art. 33. To see if the Town will pay any part of the ex-
pense of placing granite edgestone on the sidewalk line opposite
estates.
Voted^ To indefinitely postpone.
Art. 34. To see if the Town will appropriate money to em-
ploy either alone, or in conjunction with the town of Wakefield, a
superintendent of schools, on petition of F. S. Hesseltine and
others.
On motion to appropriate, — not a vote.
Art. 35. To hear and act on the reports of committees and
for the transaction of an}" other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
Report of Selectmen on guide-boards presented and accepted.
Report of the committee appointed to settle with Moses
Briggs, Tax Collector for year 1830, received and accepted.
Voted, unanimously. That the thanks of the Town be pre-
sented to Levi S. Gould, Esq., for the able and impartial man-
ner in which he has discharged his duties as Moderator of this
meeting, and for his faithful service in the past, this being the
thirty-eighth time he has been elected to the office, and the sixty-
first meeting, including adjourned meetings of the Town, over
which he has presided.
After remarks by Mr. Gould,
Voted, To adjourn sine die.
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APPROPRIATIONS, 1884.
March 10.
Schools, support of . . . .
. $15,500
School contingent expenses . . . 2,500
Highway’s ...... 3,800
Crossings and gutters .... 200
Sidewalks ...... 1,000
Poor, support of .... . 5,000
Fire Department ...’.. 2,000
Street lights, lighting and care of . . 1,804
Additional street lamps .... 100
Police and night watchmen . . . 1,200
Contingent expenses .... 900
Interest on Town debt .... 6,000
Reduction of “ “ . . . . 5,000
Public Library.... Dog tax and 500
Water, use of . . . . . . 2,000
Salaries, Town officers .... 1,800
Drainage, bridges, and culverts . . 500
Deficiencies in accounts, 1883 . . . 6,223
Insurance ...... 300
March 11.
Memorial Day...... 200
Drinking Fountain . . . . . 250
$56,777
Unexpended balances from last ^mar to be
added. Treasurer authorized to borrow eight
thousand dollars for the building of school-
house at thn Highlands.
Nov. 12.
For free supplies in public schools, to be raised
in taxes for year 1885 . . . $2,000
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
52
00
00
00
52
00
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Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 4, 1884. 7 A. M,
Article 1. To bring in votes for National, State, and County
Oflficers.
Polls opened promptly.
The Standard ballot-box, furnished by the State, used for the
first time.
John R. Jones, H. H. Westgate, and Victor C. Kirmes were
appointed to check the lists, and dulj^ sworn.
Polls closed at 4.45 p. m. The result of the voting was de-
clared as follows : —
Presidential Electors.
Votes.
Republican . . . . . . 577
Democratic . . . . . . 419
Prohibition ...... 43
People’s Party ...... 21
For Governor.
George D. Robinson of Chicopee . . 657
William C. Endicott of Salem . . . 347
Julius H. Seel3'e of Amherst ... 39
Matthew J. McCafferty of Worcester . 2 1
For Lieuteiiant- Governor.
Oliver Ames of Easton . . . . 665
James S. Grinnell of Greenfield . . 341
Heniy H. Faxon of Quinc}' . . . 39
Albert R. Rice of Springfield . . . 19
For Secretary of the Commonicealth.
Henry B. Peirce of Abington . . . 685
Jeremiah Crowle\^ of Lowell . . . 325
G«orge Kempton of Sharon . . . 32
John P. Sweeney of Lawrence . . . 21
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For Treasurer and Receiver-General.
Daniel A. Gleason of Medford . . . 682
Charles Marsh of Springfield . . . 326
Charles B. Knight of Worcester . . 36
Nathaniel S. Cushing of Middleboro’ . . 20
For Auditor.
Charles R. Ladd of Springfield . . . 682
John Hopkins of Millbury
.
. . 326 *
Whlliam W. Sherman of Lowell . . 36
Israel W. Andrews of Danvers. . . 20
For Attorney-General.
Edgar J. Sherman of Lawrence . . 682
John W. Cummings of Fall River . . 327
Samuel M. Fairfield of Malden . . 35
Thomas W. Clarke of Boston ... 20
For Representative.) Sixth Congressional District.
Henry Cabot Lodge of Nahant . . . 644
Henry B. Lovering of Lynn . . . 393
William F. Johnson of Lynn ... 23
For Councillor., Sixth District.
Abraham B. Coffin of Winchester . . 683
Thomas H. Hill of Woburn . . . 328
George A. King of Concord . . . 32
Lewis Towey of Lawrence.... 20
For Senator., Sixth Middle.^ex District.
John M. Harlow of Woburn . . . 684
John M. Cate of Wakefield . . . 328
Henry Lummis of Stoneham ... 32
William F. Young of Wakefield . . 20
B
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For County Commissioner.
J. Henry Read of Westford . . . 683
William H. Hastings of Framingham
. 329
William T. Fuller of Lowell . .
. 32
Edward Fitzwilliam of Watertown . . 20
For Representative to the General Court., Ninth
Middlesex District.
John W. Farwell of Melrose . . . 565
Francis S. Hesseltine of Melrose . . 468
Frank L. Stevenson of Melrose . . 23
Royal P. Barry of Melrose ‘ . 1
Total number of ballots cast, 1,064.
Article 2. To choose a Moderator to preside for the tran-
saction of town business.
Chose Levi S. Gould.
Voted^ to adjourn to Wednesday, Nov. 12, 1884, at 7.30 p. m.
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Adjourned Meeting Nov. 12, 1884, 7,30 P. M.
Art. 3. To see if the Town will accept the Jurj’ List as
revised.
Voted.) to accept the list, viz. :—
Allen, William H.
Bailey, Thomas T.
Barrett, Artemas
Barrett, David A.
Baker, George A.
Bennett, Francis
Bryant, Dexter
Church, Asa
Cochran, Nelson
Collier, William S.
Dill, Jesse A.
Denton, Joseph
Dowling, Isaac C.
Eastman, Moses F.
Elliott, J. Maxwell
Emeiy, Salter
Faxon, Gustavus A.
Fernald, James H.
Fuller, George P.
Freeman, L. Thomas
Gage, Charles E.
Gridle}^, Oliver L.
Gordon, Curtis S.
Goss, Allen C.
Gihnan, Levi W.
Hayward, Paul
Haggett, Albion
Howe, F. Edward
Heath, Nathaniel H.
Higgins, Charles W^.
Hill, Aaron, Jr.
Hood, Wendell P.
Ingalls, Horace S.
Jones, John R.
L^mde, Andrew
Loring, Eleazar
Merrill, Lemuel
Maker, John C.
Moore, Eugene H.
McIntyre, James
Melene}', George B.
Nickerson, Lemuel
Norris, Edward J.
,
Palmer, Frank T.
Prentice, Charles
Remick, William A.
Sewall, John S.
Snow, Eugene A.
Stewart, William H.
Upham, Benjamin R.
Vinton, Aaron
White, Ira J.
Wile}^, Heniy E.
Wood, Joseph
Art. 4. To see if the Town will appropriate two thousand
dollars for free supplies for the public schools, b}^ request of the
School Committee.
Voted., That the Town Treasurer be authorized to borrow the
sum of two thousand dollars for the purchase ot‘ free supplies for
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the public schools, said sum to be raised in the taxes for the
year 1885.
Art. 5. To see if the Town will authorize the payment for
grading the land of the new school-house at the Highlands out of
the unexpended balance appropriated to purchase said land, all
bills to be approved by the Selectmen, by request of the Building
Committee.
Voted., That the sum of two hundred dollars be transferred
from the appropriation for the purchase of the land to the appro-
priation for building the school-house, and that it be expended for
grading the grounds about the building.
Art. 6. To see if the Town will accept from the Hon. E. S.
Converse, as a gift, a piece of land for a school-building.
Voted., unanimously. That the thanks of the Town be extended
to Hon. E. S. Converse for his generous offer, and that the matter
of selecting a site for a building be left with the School Committee.
Art. 7. To see if the Town will accept a street running from
Hurd Street, now called Circuit Street.
Voted
^
To accept the street when the several parties owning
land upon the same shall release all claims for damages to the
Town, and that it be called Circuit Street.
Art. 8. To see if the Town will accept a street running from
Cottage Street to Florence Street, the same being an extension
of Hnrd Street.
Voted., To accept the street, to be called Hurd Street.
Art. 9. To see if the Town will accept an extension of
Emerson Street easterly, and a street running from said extension
northerly to Porter Street, now called Orient Avenue.
Voted^ to accept the streets wdien the several parties owning
land upon the same shall release all claims for damages to the
Town, to be called Emerson Street and Orient Avenue. .
Art. 10. To see if the Town will accept a street running
from Bellevue Avenue to Emerson Street.
Voted^ to accept the street when the several parties owning
land upon the same shall release all claims for damages to the
Town, to be called Hillside Avenue.
Art. 11. To see if the Town will accept a street running from
Franklin Street southerl}*, now called Warren Street.
Voted., To accept the street when the several parties owning
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land upon the same shall release all claims for damages to the
Town, to be called Warren Street.
Art. 12. To see if the Town will accept a street running from
Warren Street to Vinton Street, now called Orris Street.
Voted
^
To accept the street, when the several parties owning
land upon the same shall release all claims for damages to the
Town, to be called Orris Street.
Art. 13. To hear and act on the reports of committees, and
for the transaction of any other business which may legally come
before the meeting.
Voted., That Eoyal P. Barr}", S. E. Benson, George A. Mans-
field, John B. Souther, Isaac Emerson, H. H. Westgate, E. R.
Cleaveland, F. S. Hesseltine, and Nathaniel P. Jones be a com-
mittee to examine and report the amounts to be raised and
appropriated by the Town at the next annual March meeting.
Voted., To adjourn sine die.
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STATISTICS OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS
FOR THE YEAR 1884.
Births. Marriages. Deaths.
January 8 5 6
February 6 1 9
March 14 1 7
April . 13 7 11
May .
. 13 1 8
June 7 6 2
July . 12 4 3
August 13 3 6
September 12 2 7
October 9 7 5
November 12 15 8
December . 12 4 8
131 56 80
Number registered .
BIllTHS.
. 131
Males . . . , 66
Females . 65
Of the above number,
,
116 were born in
— 131
Melrose and 15 were
born in other places.
Born of American parents 83
of foreign parents 34
of American father and foreign mother . 10
of foreign father and American mother 4
INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGES RECORDED.
— 131
Whole number of couples . 54
Both parties residing in Melrose . 29
But one party residing in Melrose 24
Neither “ “ “ 1
54
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MARRIAGES.
Whole number ....
Less than last year
Both parties. American
Both parties foreign .
Parties American and foreign
First marriage of persons
,
Second marriage of persons
41
5
10
94
18
56
2
56
DEATHS.
112— 56 couples.
Whole number registered ...... 80
More than last year ....... 2
Had residence elsewhere ...... 2
Males (married)........ 9
Females (married) . . . . . . .19
Widows .......*. 7
Widowers . . . . . . ... . 3
Males (single) ........ 6
Females (single) ....... 5
Male children ........ 20
Female children . . . . . . . .11
— 80
Under one year (still-born or premature birth, 4) .18
From 1 to 5 . . . . . . . .10
5 “ 10 3
10 “ 20 . • 3
20 “ 30 9
30 “ 40 6
40 “ 50 4
50‘‘60 .• 4
60 “ 70 12
70 “ 80 4
80 “ 90 6
Over 90 ........ 1
— 80
Oldest person, Mr. Henry Dyer, aged 90 years 1 month 6 daj^s.
American parentage ....... 53
Foreign parentage . . . . . . .19
Mixed parentage ....... 8
80
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REGISTRATION OF VOTERS.
Five public meetings of the Board of Registrars were held
for registration in October and November.
Two hundred and five persons appeared and were registered.
Fifty-two of the number had been disqualified by reason of non-
payment of taxes.
Total number of male voters now on Register, 1,193.
Female voters entitled to vote for School Committee, 24.
JURORS DRAWN DURING YEAR.
March 1. Fernando C. Taylor.
Hiram Cobb.
May 23. John Buffum.
Joseph S. Eastman.
James L. Withe3\
Samuel Lear.
Oct. 13. Emeiy Close.
Alfred T. Lunt.
Nqmber of persons liable to do militaiy duty as certified by
the Assessors, 1,053.
DOG LICENSES.
Number of dogs licensed during the year 1884 — 254 males
and 28 females ; total, 282.
Amount paid to County Treasurer, as required by law, $591.60.
ORDERS.
Number of orders drawn on Town Treasurer— 1624, for the
sum of $50,973.63.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN LARRABEE,
Town Cler'k.
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EXPENSES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO JANUARY 1, 1885.
TEACHERS’ SALARIES.
High School.
Alonzo G. Whitman, one year
Emma A. J. Bugbee, “ . .
Annette E. Clark, six months
Annette E. Clark, eleven weeks
Hattie G. Ricker, one month and four days
SI,600 00
800 00
300 00
151 25
62 85
12,914 10
Grammar Schools.
FIRST.
Harriet C. Fairbanks, one year . . $800 00
Charlotte A. Bishop, “ . . 500 00
1,300 00
SECOND (EMERSON STREET).
Belle Mitchell, six months . . . $330 00
Lucy W. Bisbee, four months. . . 220 00
550 00
SECOND (centre).
Alice M. Swett, one year ...... 550 00
THIRD (EMERSON STREET).
Susan D. Melcher, one year ..... 550 00
THIRD (grove street).
Helen J. Barrett, one year ..... 550 00
FOURTH (centre) .
Mary J. George, one year . . . . . 500 00
FOURTH (grove STREET).
Kate W. Bascom, one year ..... 500 00
MIXED GRAMMAR (HIGHLANDS).
L3’dia Mendum, one j’car ...... 525 00
$5,025 00
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Intermediate Schools
Alice H. Long (Vinton St.), one 3^ear
. $475 00
Effie C. Sweetser (L3mde St.), “ 450 00
Ella F. Norris (Grove St.), six months . 270 00
Emma Perle3^ “ 15 weeks . 168 75
Grace Small “ one week 11 25
Belle Mitchell (Highlands), 3 months . . 135 00
Emma Bandlett (Centre), four months 180 00
$1,690 00
Primary and Mixed Schools.
Hannah K. Harden (Green St.), six months
L. J. Davis (Highlands), four months
C. E. Sewall “ 21 weeks .
H. E. Kneeland ‘‘ 3 weeks
Belle Mitchell “ one month
C. L. Hollis (Upham St.), 37 weeks .
Alma J. Guptill “ 3 weeks
Maiy E. Whitcomb (L3mde St.), 6 months.
Mar}^ E. Whitcomb “ 4 “
Luc}’ F. Derrnot (Vinton St.), 6 months
Luc}' F. Derrnot “ 4 “
Maiy I. Hersey (Grove St.), one 3’ear
Hannah F. Lewis (Centre), six months
Hannah F. Lewis “ two months
Hannah F. Lewis “ one month
H. E. Kneeland “ one month
Hannah J. Gibbons (Fells), one 3’ear
$270 00
180 00
262 50
37 50
•50 00
416 25
33 75
270 00
160 00
270 00
200 00
450 00
285 00
100 00
55 00
45 00
400 00
$3,485 00
Music and Elocution.
C. E. Whiting, six months . . . $180 00
C. E. Whiting, four “ . . . 140 00
$320 00
W. F. Wentworth 36 00
$356 00
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Janitors' Salaries.
F. M. McLaughlin (High School building) . $288 36
Charles T. Stevens (Centre) 174 96
Charles F. Valentine (Grove St.) 174 88
Joseph W. Simonds (Green St.) 74 97
Charles H. Fuller (Highlands) 54 42
William F. Serrat (Lynde St.) . 99 96
Benjamin Stones (Vinton St.) 24 99
Orice K. Stebbins “ 41 65
Anthony A. Rich “ 33 31
John Singer (Highlands) .... 39 66
Eri Upham (Upham St.) . 53 36
Joseph S. Emerson (Fells) 16 68
$1,077 20
School Committee. — Salaries 1883-84.
Clifton Fletcher, Chairman . $75 00
Julius S. Clark .... 50 00
Thomas W. Ripley .... 12 50
Sarah W. Bradbuiy .... 50 00
Arethusa K. Miller . . ... 50 00
Martha A. Adams .... 50 00
School Supplies.
Mrs. A. K. Miller, services as disbursing agent . $66 34
Fuel.
S. E. Benson, wood and coal . .
.
$958 26
J. McCarthy, charcoal . . . . 31 84
$990 10
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RECAPITULATION.
Teachers’ salaries ....
Janitors’ “ ....
Committee “ ....
Supply Agent, salary ....
Ffiel
$13,470 10
1,077 20
287 50
66 34
990 10
CONTRA.
Appropriation ....
Balance from last year
Received from State
$15,891 24
$15,500 00
636 01
197 76
Balance unexpended
$16,333 77
442 53
$16,333 77
f 21
SCHOOL CONTINGENT EXPENSES^ / ^ 1 ^
EXPENDED.
Books., Stationery., Stqjplies, etc.
D. Appleton & Co. ...... $296 22
Harper & Brothers . . . . . . . 193 20
Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co . . . . . 24 12
Ivison, Blakeman & Taylor ..... 24 50
W. L. Williams 3 00
C. H. Whiting 133 32
Knight, Adams & Co. . . . . . . 476 57
Winkley, Thorp & Dresser . . . . . 58 96
J. L. Hammett ....... 270 89
J. W. C. Gilman & Co 1 50
Cowperthwait & Co. . . . . . . 3 30
Thompson, Brown & Co. . . . . . 103 25
Boston School Supply Co. • . . . . . 26 40
Ginn, Heath & Co. ...... 96 09
Wm. Ware & Co 188 54
George F. King & Merrill . . . . . 137 59
T. W. Gilson........ 58 00
Maynard & Noyes . 15 00
$2,110 45
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General Repairs., Buildings, Grounds, etc.
Benjamin Ames, stock and labor $199 84
0. N. Kennard, concrete walks 154 40
W. B. Ellis, ^ expense 289 yards concrete 43 35
Nelson Cochran, surveying concrete 2 75
Richard Whowell, stock and labor . 20 22
D. R. Woodward, “ u ^ 195 30
Samuel Ellison, mason work and material 57 26
Daniel Sheehan, 3^ days’ labor 6 12
W. Emery & Co., inside blinds 91 20
J. S. Eastman, ventilators and labor 107 65
Albon W. Parker, glazing .... 3 60
Holbrook & Hunt, plumbing .... 2 75
J. C. Howes, repairing furnaces, stoves, plumbing. etc. 420 45
George W. Dew, painting and glazing 147 70
S. P. Rowell, shades, etc. .... 28 32
Thomas Kirwin & Co., cleaning vaults 25 00
0. K. Stebbins, “ “ 5 00
$1,510 91
Furniture.
Buffalo School Furniture Company, desks, etc. 487 05
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight . 18 65
A. G. Whitcomb, furniture .... 28 50
$534 20
Printing.
T. W. Ripley, extra reports .... . 8 00
G. W. Reynolds, circulars, etc. . 20 00
W. L. Williams, pay-rolls, etc. 19 25
Babb & Stephens, programmes • 11 00
$58 25
Sundries.
M. S. Page, clocks...... 20 00
D. M. White, tuning and repairing piano 3 00
Lemuel Merrill, keys ..... 1 75
J. H. Daniels, diplomas ..... 19 50
H. F. Lewis, filling out diplomas 4 90
Amount carried forward .... $49.15
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Amount brought forward .... $49.15
C. G. Harris, ribbon for diplomas .... 4 56
0. Lappen & Co., brushes, mats, etc. 45 30
Geo. H. Mason, dusters, etc. .... 9 13
Bigelow & Dowse, shovel, etc. .... 1 55
Robert Burlen, record books ..... 12 75
Bugbee & Barrett, sundries ..... 7 40
L. W. Gilman, “ 2 13
W. E. Locke, expressing ..... 8 60
M. F. Eastman, “ ..... 23 05
Walter Sanborn, teaming ..... 75
Harry Stevens, expressing ..... 3 75
T. W. Riple}’, binding books ..... 4 50
E. Thayer, convejdng children from Swain’s Pond . 31 50
F. M. McLaughlin, truant officer .... 16 30
C. 0. Saunders, trees and planting.... 11 00
Henry F. Miller, piano ...... 250 00
Fuller, Leonard & Small, piano cover 3 00
J. R. Colb}’, chemicals ...... 58
C. A. Eastman, book agent ..... 33 66
$518 66
RECAPITULATION .
Books, stationery, supplies, etc. .... $2,110 45
General repairs ....... 1,510 91
Furniture ........ 534 20
Printing ........ 58 25
Sundries . . . . . . . 518 66
$4,732 47
CONTRA.
Appropriation (March) . . . $2,500 00
Balance from last year ... 80 58
Received from C. A. Eastman for books sold 156 45
Appropriation (additional) . . 2,000 00
$4,737 03
Balance unexpended..... $4 56
84,737 03
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CONTINGENT EXPENSES*
Appropriation .
Balance from last year
$900 00
82 53
RECEIPTS.
For auctioneers’ licenses :
—
Moses Briggs ..... «2 00
John R. Jones ..... 2 00
4 00
From Crystal Lake Fishing Association, rent
of pond one 3^ear .... . 10 00
For lock-up fees • 4 50
$1,001 03
EXPENDED.
John Garfield, M. D., returning 5 births
,
1883 . $1 25
Julius S. Clark, M. D., “ 26 ‘‘ 6 50
Charles C. Odlin, M. D., “ 12 “ u 3 00
George B. Langmaid, M. D., “ 5 “ 1 25
Annie M. Selee, M. D. “ 6 “ i i 1 50
W. F. Stevens, M. D., “ 1 “ i i 25
P. Wadsworth, M. D, “ 2 “ i i 50
A. H. Cowdrey, M. D., “ 2 ‘‘ i i 50
C. B. Shute, M. D. “ 3 “ a 75
John Larrabee, collecting, recording, and returning
births, deaths, and marriages, 1883 . . 82 50
John Larrabee, cash paid, stationer}", postage, etc.
John Larrabee, services preparing reports, 1883,
8 40
register of voters, check lists. State aid. etc. 50 00
F. S. Hesseltine,' retainer and services :
—
Johns vs. Town . . . . ., $50 00
Woods “ “ , 50 00
Other legal services . . . . 15 00
115 00
W. L. Williams, printing warrants, notices, voting lists,
advertising, etc. ......
Amount carried forward .....
165 13
$436.53
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Amount brought forloard . . , .
. $436.53
H. B. Newhall, posting notices ..... 5 00
George C. Stantial, services on committee, settling
collectors’ accounts, 1878, 1879, 1880 .
. 25 00
J. A. Dill, lunch, election day ..... 4 00
G. W. Reynolds, printing notices .... 4 00
W. R. Warren, document boxes . . . . 10 75
T. W. Riple}', printing reports, 1883 . . . 183 25
A. B. Pierce, posting and distributing warrants, no-
tices, and other services rendered . .
. 50 25
A. B. Pierce, returning 53 deaths, 1884 . .
. 13 25
Samuel Sprague, ringing bell ..... 6 00
Samuel Lear, “ “ . . . .
. 6 00
Walter C. Stevens, “ “..... 4 00
F. M. McLaughlin, “ “ . . . .
. 6 00
Babb & Stephens, printing orders, etc. . . . 18 50
T. W. Riple}', printing books for assessors .
. 9 00
Joseph Mclntire, printing book for Collector .
. 6 00
Peter D. 3Ieston, binding book .... 1 25
S. E. Eastman, stamps ...... 4 00
Cunninghams’ Express, expressing ballot-box .
. 65
Many Stevens, expressing ..... 2 60
M. F. Eastman, “ . . . . . • 2 55
W. E. Locke, “ ..... 90
G. W. Bartlett, carriage hire . . . . . 16 50
French & Fitch, engrossing and framing testimonial to
Moderator ....... 25 00
H. H. Westgate, expense, stamps and stationery . 1 50
Batter}" “ C ” M. V. M., firing salute July 4 .
. 50 00
Geo. F. King & Merrill, record book for Registrars . 1 00
Secretary of the Commonwealth, record book for Reg-
istrars ......
^ . 2 20
$895 68
Malden Firemen’s Relief Association, services rendered
by department 100 00
$995 68
Balance unexpended . . . . • 5 35 .
$1,001 03
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SUPPORT OF POOR.
EXPENDED.
For Groceries.) Provisions^ Supplies.^ etc.
William H. Wells, groceries $38 10
Bugbee & Barrett, groceries and provisions • 313 86
L. F. Hinckley, “ “ “ 101 50
L. W. Gilman “ “ . 58 00
James Worthen “ “ ‘‘ 139 16
Frost & Hawes, “ “ “ 28 00
W. H. Converse, “ “ “ 11 62
Lawrence Leonard, supplies and rent Kelley family . 156 00
Angevine Bros., milk .... 3 41
J. A. Dill, bread ..... • 26 85
$876 50
Fuel.
M. F. Eastman ..... 6 26
S. E. Benson ...... 114 94
James Marshall . . . . 86 94
B. R. Upham ...... 10 00
William Knollin ..... 3 50
Frank R. Upham ..... 2 50
$224 14
Medical Attendance.) Medicines.) and Nurses.
J. Vincent Smith, M. D. . Sll 00
Julius S. Clark, M. D. . 49 00
Charles C. Odlin, M. D 41 50
John Larrabee, medicines .... 40 30
Maria Dean, nursing and boarding 40 00
Michael Kelly, labor .... 5 72
Sarah Sanborn, nursing and boarding 33 00
Amount carried forivard ..... $220 52
C
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Amount brought forioard .... $220 52
Susan Barron, nursing ..... 20 00
Dais}^ Young, nursing . . 4 00
0. K. Stebbins, labor ..... 12 00
Charity Elms, labor ...... 6 00
$262 52
For Sux)port of Insane.
Danvers Lunatic Hospital ..... $774 26
As3^1um for Chronic Insane, Worcester 267 56
Worcester Lunatic Hospital . . . . • 536 35
$1,578 17
Burial Expenses.
A. B. Pierce, undertaker, services, etc. • 43 00
Outside Relief.
City of Boston . . . . . . '
.
. 49 26
Town of Woburn' ...... . 62 25
Cit}^ of Malden :
—
Board of Ezra Waitt, 1 ^xar . . $208 00
“ “ Asa Slocumb, “ . . 208 00
Board and aid to E. C. Grover and
K. Lyman ..... 39 00
455 00
$566 51
Rents.
B. R. Upham, 11 weeks, Mrs. Stinson $11 00
W. J. Farnsworth, rent and supplies to Martha J. Paine 20 50
Charles Ramsdell, 52 weeks, J. H. Howes . 52 00
Dexter Bryant, 11 months, Dennis Sullivan 22 00
John W. Cobb, 6 months, Mrs. Robert H. Terry 24 00
Estate T. J. Kimball, 1 month .... 5 00
George B. Rogers, 2 months, Eunice B. Snow . 16 00
James Eaton, 10 1-2 months, Abigail Fuller 31 50
$182 00
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Board and Clothing.
Abbie Barter, board of Phoebe M. Waitt, 26 weeks . $78 00
Abbie Barter, hat for Phoebe M. Waitt . . . 0 75
Florence E. Upham, board of Arthur J. Eichardson,
58 weeks ....... 58 00
Florence E. Upham, clothing for Arthur J. Richardson, 15 50
Mrs. Ann Stebbins, board of Abigail Connor, 12 mos. 156 00
A. M. Conwa}", board of Margaret Harris, 53 weeks . 132 50
E. J. Barron, board of Lucy Barron, 11 months . 143 00
Mrs. Eliza McCalman, board of Eliza C. Grover,
12 weeks . . .
. ^
. . . 36 00
C. S. Jones, board of Stephen Hyde, 50 weeks . . 150 00
Jane H. Furber, board of Abbie G. Fuller, 17 weeks . 34 00
Kate Gallagher, board of Phoebe M. Waitt, 6 weeks . 24 00
$827 75
Sundries.
C. G. Harris, dry goods $14 27
H. G. Fields, boots and shoes .... 93 45
A. B. Pierce, removing persons . . . . 3 00
S. F. Barrett, tickets ...... 1 40
H. G. Fields, expense fares, etc. . . . . 17 90
G. W. Bartlett, carriage hire . . . . . 16 50
W. E. Locke, moving goods ..... 1 25
O. E. Drown, 15 meals to tramps .... 3 75
Samuel Sprague, 44 meals to tramps . . . 11 00
William L. Williams, printing orders ... 6 00
M. F. Eastman, filling tick ..... 1 00
$169 52
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RECAPITULATION
.
Groceries, provisions, supplies, etc. . . . S876 50
Fuel 224 14
Medical attendance, medicines, and nursing . . 262 52
Support of insane ....... 1,578 17
Burial expenses ....... 43 00
Outside relief ....... 566 51
Rents . . . . . . . . . 182 00
Board and clothing ....... 827 75
Sundries ......... 169 52
84,730 11
‘ CONTRA.
Appropriation ..... $5,000 00
Receipts.
From City of Boston ' . . . . 47 75
“ Somerville . . . . 81 00
Town of Beverly . . . . 28 50
“ Falmouth . . . . 23 50
Peter Edgerly, board of daughter . . 170 92
Mrs. James Cassell, board of husband . 14 08
Post 4, G. A. R., burial G. W. Elliott . 10 00
$5,375 75
Balance unexpended..... 645 64
5,3/5 to
Claims have been presented bj" the Chairman of the Overseers
of the Poor, and are now due this department, as follows : —
Commonwealth of Mass. ..... $160 38
City of Boston ....... 82 48
“ Somerville . . . . . . . 19 38
Town of Beverly . . . . . . . 51 88
“ Falmouth . . . . . . . 15 75
“ Stoneham ....... 68 75
“ Woburn ....... 10 53
“ Millbury 9 38
City of Cambridge . . . . . . . 145 90
$564 43
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Appropriation........ 62,000 00
Balance from last year ...... 155 21
Expended ....... $2,155 21
Bigeloio Hook and Ladder Company^ No. 1.
Services of 25 men ...... 6500 00
Services of steward, one j^ear . . . 40 00
Edwards Brothers, repairs on truck.... 100 00
M. F. Eastman, hauling truck to fires 21 00
Harry Stevens, hauling truck . ‘ . 6 00
S. E. Benson, coal ....... 2 65
A. W. Parker, painting ...... 10 00
A. Goodno, laying fioor . . 43 00
8722 65
Russell Hose Company., No. 1.
Services of 15 men, one year ..... $300 00
Services of steward, one year ..... 40 00
Malden and Melrose Gas Co., 8,000 feet gas . 21 05
S. E. Benson, wood and coal ..... 56 93
Edwards Brothers, repairs on carriage 6 75
J. C. Howes, furnace, etc. ..... 92 22
G. W. Bartlett, horse hire ..... 22 00
Hose Co., expense on carriage .... 12 00
$550 95
N. D. Blake Hose Company., No. 2.
Services of men, one 3'ear ..... $298 33
Services of steward, one 3’ear ..... 40 00
Malden and Melrose Gas. Co., 9,200 feet gas . 24 28
S. E. Benson, wood and coal ..... 23 70
Hose Co., expense hauling carriage 14 00
Wm. Fanley, labor....... 3 68
Albon W. Parker, tinting ceiling .... 4 75
L. W. Gilman, rent 9 mos. ..... 112 50
$521 24
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Highland Hose Company., No. 3.
Services of men, one year 00 33
Services of steward, one year . 40 00
S. E. Benson, wood and coal . 29 10
Hose Co., expense hauling carriage . 4 00
Edwards Brothers, step . 10 00
J. L. Holbrook, plumbing 3 45
$364 88
CONTINGENT EXPENSES.
Board of Engineers (1883), services 6 months . $37 50
“ “
“ (1884), “ . 54 00
R. M. Rand, care of Endeavor Engine 15 00
A. J. Morse & Son, couplings 2 50
Harry Stevens, expressing . 30
W. E. Locke, “ 75
S. E. Benson, coal for steamer . 2 38
M. F. Eastman, coal and wood for steamer, carting. etc. 22 00
G. W. Bartlett, stabling steamer horses 4 00
L. F. Hinckley, sundries . 1 68
Bugbee & Barrett, . . . 15 18
J. A. Dill, coffee, etc. . 13 16
C. M. Clapp & Co., rubber coats • 37 75
$206 20
RECAPITULATION.
Bigelow Hook and Ladder Company $722 65
Russell Hose Company . 550 95
N. D. Blake Hose Company . 521 24
Highland Hose Company
.
364 88
Contingent expenses 206 20
$2,365 92
CONTRA.
Appropriation..... $2,000 00
Balance from last 3"ear 155 21
$2,155 21
Expenditures exceed 210 71
$2,365 92
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TOWN HALL.
Samuel Sprague, janitor, 1 1 months .
“ “ expense for sundries
Osborne E. Drown, janitor, 1 month .
“ • “ expense for repairs
S. E. Benson, coal ......
Ingalls & Kendricken, repairing boiler
Samuel Ellison, labor and material repairing boiler
W. A. Goodno, repairs, stock, and labor .
Edwards Brothers, repairing lawn mower, etc. .
J. L. Hammett, settee castings
Malden and Melrose Gas Light Co., 129,400 feet gas
A. W. Parker, glazing .....
John Larrabee, disinfectants, etc.
Bugbee & Barrett, sundries . . .
Hall Rubber Compan}^, piano cover .
D. R. Woodward, stock and labor
M. McCarthy, charcoal .....
Harry Stevens, moving piano ....
RECEIPTS.
For use of hall :— %
Orthodox Congregational Society
Unitarian Societ}" ....
Baptist Society and S. School
Universalist Society ....
Trinity Church .....
United Order Workmen
Athletic Association ....
Firemen’s Ball .....
Odd Fellows .....
Independents .....
Democratic part}* ....
Republican party ....
Spaulding’s Bell Ringers
Melrose Lyceum ....
Amount carried forward
$27o 00
15 75
25 00
2 00
248 00
58 71
6 00
14 10
3 85
9 60
340 58
3 50
3 10
1 68
5 00
5 30
2 00
2 00
$1,021 17
$65 00
25 00
40 00
30 00
30 00
25 00
37 00
25 00
25 00
70 00
25 00
25 00
25 00
200 00
8647 00
8647 00
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Amount brought forward
. S647 00
rent of room :
—
Melrose Savings Bank, 1 year . 100 00
$747 00
Expenditures exceed 274 17
$1,021 17
STATE AID.
Received from State Treasurer on account of amount
paid during tbe 3"ear 1883 . $702 00
Paid Disabled Soldiers and Dependent Relatives DURING
Year 1884.
Samuel Sprague .... $36 00
George C. Bucknam.... 60 00
William Story ..... 60 00
George A. Tainter .... 36 00
Luzon Weeks ..... 18 00
Joseph S. Eastman .... 15 00
Sarah Barrett ..... 48 00
MaiT F. Howard .... 48 00
Maria G. Colson .... 48 00
Helen E. Poole .... 48 00
Angus McDonald . . 24 00
Charles H. Young .... 72 00
Daniel D. Penne^^ .... 24 00
James F. Ramsey .... 9 00
Ann M. Jewett .... 8 00
Harriet N. L3mde .... 20 00
Rebecca H. French .... 24 00
Maiy D. Pratt .... 4 00
Alvin Drake, Jr. 27 00
Benjamin F. Gibbs
.
, • # • 12 00
Sarah P. Roberts .... 28 00
$669 00
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MILITAEY AID.
Received from State Treasurer on account of aid paid
in 1883 8253 00
[Sums paid under provisions chap. 252 Acts of 1879.]
Daniel D. Penney . . . . 20 00
George W. Grover, Jr. . 72 00
Philip McMahan ..... 30 00
Moses P. Mitchell ..... 16 00
Ede K. Chase ...... 72 00
William B. York 96 00
Horace W. Stevens ..... 60 00
Benjamin F. York ..... 25 00
8391 00
STREET LIGHTS.
Appropriation ..... . 81,804 00
Balance from last year .... • 113 82
81,917 82
EXPENDED.
Globe Gas Light Co., for lighting and care
of 139 lamps, 3 months . $386 10
140 2 “ ... 259 26
8645 36
Wheeler Reflector Co., for lighting and care
of 111 lamps, 1 month 99 90
113 “ 5 months . 507 56
119 “ 1 month
.
. 107 10
714 56
Malden and Melrose Gas Light Co., for
lighting and care of 29 lamps, 6 months • 272 37
Repairs.
Wheeler Reflector Co. ... 25 00
Malden and Melrose Gas Light Co. • 35 77
81,693 06
Balance unexpended 224 76
81,917 82
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FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD STREETS.
Balance from last year . . . . . . $71 39
EXPENDED..
For Labor.
James Marshall, 7^ days, at $2.50 . . . 18 13
Laborers, 20J days, at $1.76 ..... 36 08
For Teams.
James Marshall, da3’S, at $1.50 .... 10 88
$65 09
Balance unexpended . . . . . 6 30.
$71 39
GUIDE BOARDS.
Balance unexpended (appropriation 1878) . . $24 75
Albon W. Parker, painting and furnishing signs . 6 00
Balance ....... $18 75
DRINKING FOUNTAIN.
Appropriation........ $250 00
EXPENDED.
Patrick Cullen, one stone fountain . . . . 150 00
Balance unexpended . . . .
.
$100 00
MEMORIAL DAY,
Appropriation ....... $200 00
Paid to Committee of Post 4, G. A. R., E. C. Gould
Chairman 200 00
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ADDITIONAL STREET LAMPS.
Appropriation . . . . . . . . $10000
Balance from last year . . ... . . 62 40
EXPENDED.
$162 40
Wheeler Reflector Co., 7 iron posts, frames, and cop-
per lanterns .......
Harry Stevens, expressing .....
Balance unexpended .....
99 05
7 90
$106 95
55 45
$162 40
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Appropriation ......
Received from Amos Stone, County Treasurer,
dog tax of 1883, refunded ....
$500 00
509 83
Paid E. H. Goss, Treasurer, on order from Trustees
$1,009 83
1,009 83
SUPPRESSION LIQUOR TRAFFIC.
Balance unexpended ...... $271 80
EXPENDED
.
Wiggin & Wood, detectives ..... 85 80
Balance unexpended ..... S186 00
ARMORY RENT.
Henry A. Leonard, rent of building lyear, to Jan. 1,
1885 $600 00
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INTEEEST.
Appropriation .....
Balance from last year ....
Received as interest collected on taxes from
Jona. C. Howes, 1881 .
“ “ 1882 .
“ “ 1883 .
Lewis G. Coburn, 1884 .
83
24 44
742 24
51 66
$6,000 00
226 18
819 17
EXPENDED.
Interest on Town Hall bonds ($65,000) at 7 per cent,
on note to Lowell Institution for Savings
on notes to Commonwealth of Mass,
on notes to Melrose Savings Bank
on note of $12,000 to H. A. Willis, Treasurer
Balance unexpended
TOWN OFFICERS’ SALARIES.
Appropriation
Balance from last year .
EXPENDED.
Estate of Joseph F. Boyd (services 1883).
Daniel Norton, Selectman .....
William Bo3mton, “......
Heniy O. Fields, Selectman and Chairman of Overseers
of Poor ........
$7045 35
$4,550 00
1,200 00
300 00
219 33
480 00
$6749 33
296 02
o 35
$1,800 00
763 89
$2,563 89
oot-H 00
200 00
200 00
250 00
Amount carried fortvard $750 00
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Amount brought forward 750
John Larrabee, Town Clerk 175
George Newhall, Treasurer 300
Herbert H. Westgate, Assessor 150
Dexter Pratt, Assessor .... 150
George F. Boardman, Assessor 150
John R. Norton, Auditor, 1883 15
Frank E. Orcutt, Auditor, 1883 15
Gilbert N. Harris, Auditor, 1883 15
Jonathan C. Howes, Collector, collecting
taxes of 1882, ^ of one per cent, on
$19,880.41 $99 40
Jonathan C. Howes, Collector, 5 per cent,
on simple poll taxes, $319.59 . 15 98
Jonathan C. Howes, Collector, collecting
taxes of 1883, ^ of one per cent, on
$39,910.40 $199 55
115
Jonathan C. Howes, Collector, 5 per cent,
on simple poll taxes, $832.05 . 41 60 241
Moses Briggs, Collector, collecting taxes
of 1880, J ofOne per cent on $21 , 749 . 1
0
108 74
Moses Briggs, Collector, 5 per cent, on
simple poll taxes, $485.24 24 28
Balance unexpended
133
$2,209
354
S2,563
MELEOSE WATER FUND.
Dr.
Paid interest on bonds, $150,000, at 6 per
cent, per annum .... $9,000 00
bills on account of construction and
maintenance lor the 3^ear 1884 . 6,981 33
49
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
38
15
02
55
34
89
Amount carried forward . . 15,981 33
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Amount brought forward .
Paid Treasurer of Water Loan Sinking
Fund Commissioners, per order,
surplus of maintenance account for
1883
Town Treasurer, cash paid on ac-
count of construction, 1883
.
Cr.
Town appropriations :—
For use of the water .
. $2,000 00
For cost of construction, 1883 . 4,024 78
Received from Addison Lane, Super-
intendent and Water Registrar,
cash at various times, water rates
collected, etc., for 1884 . . . .
In treasury to the credit of the fund . . $888 57
INSURANCE.
Appropriation .......
EXPENDED.
H. H. Westgate, agent, policies on Town
Hall $525 00
H. W. Westgate, agent, policy on Town
Hall piano . . . . . 11 25
Royal B. Leighton, agent policies on High-
land School Building and furniture . 170 00
William D. Serrat, agent policies on High
School Building . . . . 337 50
$1,043 75
Expenditures exceed .....
$15,981 33
3,472 82
551 96
$20,006 11
6,024 78
14,869 90
$20,894 68
$300 00
$743 75
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POLICE AND NIGHT WATCH.
Appropriation $1,200 00
EXPENDED.
Police Service.
H. B. Newhall, 51 hours . $12 75
A. B. Pierce, 20 hours 5 00
George Campbell, 32 hours . 8 00
Joseph Holbrook,’ 282 hours . 70 50
Frank M. McLaughlin, 438 hours 109 50
A. Wilbur Lynde, 36 hours 9 00
C. T. Stevens, 19 hours 4 75
0. E. Drown, 63 hours • 15 75
$235 25
Night Watch.
First half, 4 hours.
George Campbell, 175 nights , * $175 00
Osborn E. Drown, 190 nights • 190 00
365 00
Second half, 5 hours.
Henry B. Newhall, 366 nights . 457 50
822 50
George W. Bartlett, carriage hire * 22 00
John P. Lovells’ Sons, hand-cuffs • • • 4 75
•
1,084 50
Balance unexpended • • • 115 50
$1,200 00
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DRAINAGE.
Appropriation $500 00
EXPENDED.
J.ames Marshall, labor, 26^ days @ $2 50 . $65 63
“ team, 6| “ @ 1 50 . 10 13
“ laborers, 139|da3^s@$l 76 245 96
Waldo Brothers, 42 feet 18 inch pipe . . $33 60
“ 40 “ 8 “ “ .9 01
M. F. Eastman, teaming .
J. P. Deering, lumber
Balance unexpended
321 72
42 61
5 65
13 55
$383 53
116 47
$500 00
CROSSINGS AND GUTTERS.
Appropriation ........ $200 00
Balance from last j’ear ...... 65 44
$265 44
EXPENDED.
Walter B. Ellis, for laying 328^ yards concrete cross-
ings, at 40 cents per yard . . . .
.
$131 32
Walter B. Ellis, for la3dng 239 3'ards concrete gutters,
at 30 cents per 3^ard . . . . . . 71 73
$203 05
Balance unexpended .... 62 39
$265 44
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HIGHWAYS.
Appropriation ....... $3,800 00
Balance from last year .... 116 47
$3,916 47
EXPENDED. FOR REMOVING SNOW.
A. W. L3mde :
—
14 days labor, at $1.76 per day $24 64
9 “ “ “ $1.75 “ 15 75
Horse, 12 da^^s, at $1.50 per day 18 00
$58 39
James Marshall :
—
13f da^'S labor, at $2.50 per da^' $34 37
36f
‘‘ “ “ $1.76 “ 64 68
Horse, 20|- days at $1.50 “ 31 12
130 17
Robert Philpot :
—
35^ da^^s labor, at $1.76 per day $62 48
Horse, 12i da^^s at $1.76 “ 22 00
‘‘ 2 “ “ $1.50 “ 3 00
87 48
$276 04
FOR LABOR.
James Marshall :
109| days labor, at $2.50 per day . $274 37
Laborers, 1,042^ days, at $1.76 “ 1,834 36
“ 25 “ “ $1.25 “ 31 26
1,865 62
$2,139 99
TEAMS.
James Marshall
:
—160 da}^s, at $1.50 per day . $240 00
Benjamin R. Upham :—55f days, at $1.50 per da^^ . 83 63
Walter B. Ellis :—76J days, at $1.50 per day . 114 75
William Story :—50^ days, at $1.50 per day 75 76
A. W. Lynde :—2 days, at $1.50 per day . 3 00
Eri Upham, 5J days, at $1.50 per day $7 88
“ “ 25 “ “ $1,25 “ 31 25
39 13
$55C 27
D
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SUNDRIES.
Daniel W. Gooch, 993 loads gravel . $99 30
J. 0. Chandler, sharpening tools, etc. 45 80
Thos. McCoubry, “ 44 u 2 75
Bugbee & Barrett, nails, kerosene, etc. 4 97
N. Cochran, surve3dng ..... 1 50
H. C. Richardson, sprinkling street . 2 00
J. P. Peering, lumber ..... 35 68
S. E. Benson, cement ..... 3 20
A. W. Parker, street signs .... 49 00
Edwards Brothers, repairing snow-ploughs 4 30
Robert Philpot, grading on Washington Street . 90 00
D. R. Woodward, stock and labor . 59 95
E. N. Sargent, building fence .... 11 70
A. C. Chick, blasting rock .... 2 00
RECAPITULATION.
Appropriation and balance ....
$412 15
. $3,916 47
Removing snow
For labor
For teams
Sundries
EXPENDED.
. $276 04
. 2,139 99
556 27
. 412 15
$3,384 45
Balance unexpended . . . 532 02
$3,916 47
Sums paid for labor and teams were expended
in months as follows
Supt. Labor. Teams.
April $51 25 $553 45 $185 63
May 61 25 662 73 190 26
June 37 50 233 20 47 25
July 29 37 97 68 26 63
August . 46 25 80 08 16 50
September 24 64 1 50
October . 54 56 12 00
November 35 00 146 08 68 25
December 13 75 13 20 8 25
$274 37 $1,865 62 $556 27
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WYOMING CEMETERY.
RECEIPTS.
From sale of lots to residents :—
one-half lot • ... . $25 00
one public lot ..... 25 00
one small lot .... . 30 00
two lots at $40 00 ... . 80 00
one lot at $55 00 . . . . 55 00
one lot at $60 00 ... . 60 00
one lot at $70 00 ... . 70 00
three lots at $75 00 . 225 00
On account of lots sold, no deeds given, 292 00
$862 00
From sale of lots to non-residents :—
one lot ..... . $165 00
one lot ..... . 175 00
340 00
For care of lots (season 1884) . . 148 00
For grading a'hd sodding lots.
foundations, graves, etc. . 299 40
For wood sold ..... 4 50
From Post No. 4, G. A. R., labor and
foundations for soldiers’ tablets 12 00
$1,665 90
EXPENDED.
Nelson Cochran, surveying . $10 25
A. W. Lynde, 17J days’ labor at $1 87 . . 32 27
Thos. Marshall, labor.
5 months at $43 00 $215. 00
42 days at 1 76 73 92
.
30 days at 1 75 52 50
341 42
Thos. Marshall, teams, manure, etc. . . 48 55
Daniel Dowd, labor, 192:^ days at $1 50 . . 288 38
Michael Kelly, labor, 33 days at $1 75 $5 i i 0
16^ “ “ 1 76 29 04
86 79
Amount carried forward $807 66
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Amount brought forioard . . .
. $807 66
Michael Kelly, 250 feet sods . .
. . . 2 50
Thos. McCoubry, sharpening tools . .
. . , 2 62
S. E. Benson, cement ...... 15 45
Josiah York, whitewashing tomb . . . *. 3 00
J. P. Deering, lumber ...... i 00
Bugbee & Barrett, grass seed, tools, etc. .
. 7 86
S. E. Eastman, stamps ...... 2 00
Charles Pratt, 3,670 feet sods . . . . . 36 70
E. O. Howes, painting ...... 6 90
A. C. Goss, man, days at $1 75 . $16 62
team, 8J
“ “ 1 50 . 12 75
“ “ “ 1 75 . 2 63
32 00
A. C. Goss, 300 feet sods ..... 3 00
Justus Geist, plants and planting .... 30 00
Frank Gibbons, labor 1 00
Jacob AY. Manning, trees . . . . . 14 00
O. F. Ingalls, finials ...... 2 50
H. J. Rice, 220 ft. granite capping at .55 $121 Ot)
30 “ “ (circle) “ at .70 21 00
labor . . . . 12 00
154 00
George Newhall, services on committee .
. . 25 00
John Larrabee “ “ “ . . . 25 00
$1,172 19
Surplus for year .... $493 71
FRANKLIN SCHOOL BUILDING (HIGHLANDS).
Appropriation $8,000 00
Amount transferred from appropriation for purchase
of the land to be expended bj' the committee for *
grading grounds, as per vote of the Town . . 200 00
$8,200 00
EXPENDED.
Paid orders of building committee .... $7,669 42
Balance unexpended ..... 530 58
$8,200 00
i
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STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
Paid State Treasurer .....
County Treasurer .....
54,440 00
2,042 40
BANK AND CORPORATION TAXES.
Received from State Treasurer National Bank Taxes $673 89
Corporation Taxes . 2,253 56
SIDEWALKS.
Appropriation ..... . $1,000 00
Balance from last year .... . 33 77
Received as assessment (Est. Wm. Larrabee) • 35 89
$1,069 66
EXPENDED.
Labor and Teams.
James Marshall, 22^ days, at S2.50 . $56 25
Laborers, 138^ days, at $1.76 . 243 32
Teams, 29f days, at $1.50 44 63
$344 20
Concrete.
0. N. Kennard, one-half expense of laying
252 yards concrete, at 35 cents . $44 10
Walter B. Ellis, one-half expense of laying
3,307 yards concrete, at 30 cents 496 04
540 14
Sundries.
J. C. Howes, 30 loads gravel . $3 00
N. Cochran, surveying .... 19 70
D. R. Woodward, repairing fence 0 75
— 23 45
$907 79
Balance unexpended 161 87
$1,069 66
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Concrete walks have been laid opposite estates
occupied by persons, as follows :
—
F. H. Damon, Bellevue Avenue
E. C. Fletcher, “ ...
F. W. Thomas, “ ...
G. W. Woodman, “ . • .
F. H. Torre}", “ ...
L. J. Backer, “ ...
G. A. Hardy, “ ...
J. S. Dyer, corner “ and Emerson St.
George Woodward, Emerson Street .
High School grounds “ . .
A. G. Whitman, Emerald Street
J. C. Howes, “ ...
H. A. Leonard, Lebanon and Upham Streets
Charles Larrabee, “ Street
G. R. White, Upham Street ....
Centre School grounds, Upham Street
Grove Street School grounds. Grove and Myrtle Sts.
Daniel Russell, Trenton Street ....
L. T. Terwilleger, Wyoming Avenue
W. H. Webster, Cottage Street
William Bogle, Berwick Street ....
Mrs. J. C. Bisbee, Green Street
George Baker, ‘ • ...
L. T. Everson, “ ...
Win. AV. Boardman, Myrtle Street
AY. I. Ellis, “ .
George Newhall, “ .
AA^. A. Shapleigh, “ .
Roswell C. Taylor, Vinton Street
J. A. Dill, Foster Street .....
John Larrabee, “ .....
John S. A^alentine, Hurd Street ....
Fenno & Blake, “
A. E. Steele, Ashland Street ....
owned and
Square Yards.
142
^
59
12H
116f
59
133 |
161
65§
181
52
78
184
83^
844
108'
85
494
614
22
68§
574
104
26
1994
731
121
45
45
86
197
71J
REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER.
Cash in the treasury Jan. 31, 1884
Total receipts for the year
$101 85
103,399 76
Total disbursements for the year
$103,501 61
103,457 43
Cash in the treasury Jan. 28, 1885 $44 18
NOTES GIVEN AND PAID DURING THE YEAR.
Melrose Savings Bank, borrowed on
notes and paid during the year
. $12,000 00 $12,000 00
Melrose Savings Bank, paid note of
last year (temporary loan) . . 1,000 00
Commonwealth of Massachusetts bor-
rowed on note dated Aug. 6, 1884,
on account of building school-house
at the Highlands .... 8,000 00
Paid note dated May 4, 1883, given to
John Pickering & Moseley . . 5,000 00
$20,000 00 $18,000 00
STATEMENT OF THE TOWN DEBT.— JAN. 1, 1885.
BONDS.
Melrose Water Fund, 1st issue, due
July 1, 1890 $100,000 00
Melrose Water Fund, 2d issue, due
Oct. 1, 1892 50,000 00
Town Hall bonds, due Oct. 1, 1892 . 65,000 00
$215,000 00
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Amount brought fornjard .... $215,000 00
' PERMANENT LOANS.
Notes Outstanding.
Lowell Institution for Savings, due
Sept. 7, 1885, interest 6 per cent. . $20,000 00
Commonwealth of Mass., due Oct. 15,
1888, interest 6 per cent. . . 5,000 00
Commonwealth of Mass., due Aug. 6,
1889, interest 4 per cent. . . 8,000 00
33,000 00
TEMPORARY LOAN.
Note given Alvah Smith, due June 21, 1885
,
interest
4 per cent. ...... 12,000 00
Total debt $260,000 00
AVAILABLE ASSETS.
Due from State of Massachusetts on
account of State aid $669 00
Due from State of Massachusetts on
account of Armory rent . 600 00
Due from State of Massachusetts on
account of Military aid . 195 50
Bills due on poor account . 564 43
Uncollected taxes : —
1881 $152 62
1882 . . . . 527 37
1883 2,576 48 •
1884 24,602 42
Water Loan Sinking Fund 17,687 48
Cash in the treasury .... 44 18
47,619 48
Net debt more than assets available . $212,380 52
Respectfull}^ submitted,
GEO. NE^yHALL,
Treasurer.
(E. and O. excepted.)
Melrose Jan. 28, 1885.
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GEORGE NEWHALL, Treasurer,
In account icitli Commissioners ofMelrose WaterLoan Sinking Fund.
Dr.
February 1884. Cash on hand .... $698 73
To received as surplus from Water Fund, 1883 . 3,472 82
To received as interest on bonds . . . . 627 48
To received as interest on mortgage note . . . 165 00
To received as dividend on deposit . . . . 29 81
To received as principal on mortgage note . . 100 00
$5,093 84
Cr.
By paid rent for box in safe deposit Vault . . 10 00
By paid for bonds, premiums and accrued interest . 4,596 36
February, 1885. By cash on hand deposited in Mel-
rose Savings Bank ...... 487 48
$5,093 84
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Dr. GEORGE NEWHALL, Treasurer.
Jan. 30, 1884. Cash in treasury .... $101 85
RECEIPTS.
From State Treasurer :
—
On account of School Fund . .
. $197 76
State aid, 1883 . . . 702 00
Corporation tax . . 2,253 56
Bank tax .... 673 89
Military aid, 1883 . . 253 00
From various sources :
On account of School Contingent, books
sold, etc. . . . .
.
156 45
.On account of Poor Fund . . . 375 75
Contingent Fund . . 18 50
For use of Town Hall .... 747 00
County Treasurer, dog tax, 1883 . . 509 83
For lots, graves, etc., W3'oming Cemeteiy, 1,665 90
From A. Lane, Superintendent, water-
rates collected, etc. . . . 14,869 90
From sidewalk assessment . . . 35 89
4,080 21
18,379 22
TAXES.
Moses Briggs, Collector, taxes
Jona. C. Howes, “ “
U U ((
U U U ti
Lewis G. Coburn, “ “
for 1880, $126 22
1881, 39 11
1882, 275 00
1883, 20,500 00
1884, 40,000 00
60,940 33
LOANS.
Received on Treasurer’s notes..... 20,000 00
$103,501 61
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IN ACCOUNT WITH THE TOWN OF MELROSE. Cr.
By paid Town Clerk’s orders as follows :
—
School Fund .... $15,891 24
School contingent expenses 4,732 47
Contingent Fund . . ’ . 895 68
Poor Fund .... 4,730 11
Fire Department 2,365 92
Town Hall .... 1,021 17
Street lights .... 1,693 06
Cemetery (Wyoming) 1,172 19
Police ..... 1,084 50
Town Officers’ salaries 2,209 55
State aid . . . 669 00
Water Fund .... 6,981 33
Drainage ..... 383 53
Armory Rent . . . 600 00
Additional street lamps . • 106 95
Concrete sidewalks 907 79
Concrete crossings and gutters . 203 05
Militaiy aid .... • 391 00
Highways ..... 3,384 45
Insurance ..... 1,043 75
Suppression liquor traffic 85 80
First, Second, and Third Streets . 65 09
Guide Boards .... 6 00
Memorial Day . 200 00
Drinking Fountain 150 00
paid interest on Water Fund bonds $9,000 00
“ notes and Town
Hall bonds . 6,749 33
orders of Trustees Public Library 1,009 83
State tax, 1884 . 4,440 00
County tax, 1884 2,042 40
Treasurer Water Loan Sink-
ing Fund (surplus 1883) 3,472 82
orders of committee on school
building on Franklin St.,
Highlands 7,669 42
order of Selectmen to Malden
Fire Dept. Ass’n . 100 00
TEMPORARY LOANS.
By paid Treasurer’s notes
Jan. 28, 1885. By cash in the Treasury .
$50,973 63
34,483 80
18,000 00
44 18
$103,501 61
AUDITORS’ REPORT.
We have audited the Books of the Town Treasurer, and find
them correct, and proper vouchers for all expenditures.
We have also examined the Expenditures of the Public Lib-
rary, and find that the report of the Treasurer is correct.
FRANK E. ORCUTT,
JOHN R. NORTON,
GILBERT N. HARRIS,
Auditors.
Meluose, Jan. 25, 1885.
ASSESSORS’ REPORT.
For Year 1884.
Number of inhabitants ..... 5,607
children 5 to 15 years of age 1,132
dwellings ..... 1,206
horses ...... 330
cows and oxen .... 159
dogs ...... J79
V acres of land taxed (about) 2,700
steam-boilers .... 18
horse-power ..... l,107i
Value of real estate A • . $4,100,225
Value of personal estate
• \ 369,7T3
Total valuation ^ .
.\ . $4,469,938
Rate of taxation per $1,000, $13.80.
Amount of appropriations ....
. $56,7 i 7 52
State tax ..... . 4,440 00
county tax ..... . 2,042 40
overlay .....
. 1,639 21
$64,899 13
Assessed as follows :—
Number of polls, 1,607
Tax on polls at $2 each ..... . $3,214 00
personal estate .... . 5,102 03
real estate ..... . 56,583 10
Amount of warrant committed to the Collector
. $64,899 13
additional assessments . 33 73
$64,932 86
Less abatements ...... 382 10
Net amount Januaiy 1, 1885 .... . $64,550 76
On w’hich there has been collected $39,948 34
And interest ..... 51 66
$40,000 00
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Abatements on 1884.
Walter H. Eoberts $7 25
Elisha Myrick 2 07
Geo. Hart 27 60
Mrs. C. W. Clinkard 6 90
Mrs. Lyman Elms 6 90
John Thing 2 00
Mrs. Butler 5 00
Gillam B. Wheeler 14 25
S. F. Barrett 2 76
Joanna Stackpole 6 90
Henry Hunt 6 90
Henry M. Small 13 80
Mrs. S. S. Tombley 6 90
Frank A. Vinton 1 51
Chas. Boardman, Exr 55 20
Esther M. Morcombe 6 90
H. F. Ehlert 6 90
Albert Johnson 1 38
SamT D. Taylor 8 84
Estate of J. L. Andrews 1 67
D. L. & J. G. Webster 10 46
Estate, F. D. Howe 4 00
F. A. Messenger 13 80
E. K. Conways, et als 11 74
Estate, John Collegan 5 00
T. M. Berry 2 00
John Barnes 2 00
Wm. Stedman Kent 2 00
Anthony Crosby 2 00
Orestes Jefferson 2 00
Benj. Clapp & Co 4 14
B. M. Boyce, Adm’r 6 90
A. W. Brigham 2 00
Mrs. John Henry 1 38
Mary Ann O’Riley 5 00
Nancy S. Wilson 2 76
Lucy A. Barrett 4 14
Mrs. P. E. Ellis 6 90
Geo. W. Elder 6 14
J. A. Kitching 6 90
Geo. W. Dew 3 45
Estate, R. K. Parker 3 03
iVErs. Geo. Upham 4 83
Frank H. Torrey 13 80
Albert G. Milton 2 00
Mrs. M. A. Ellison 62 10
$382 10
For Year 1883.
Net amount of Collector’s book Jan. 1, 1884, as per
last Reiiort ....... $63,058 75
Abatements made in 1884 . . . . . 72 10
Net amount Jan. 1, 1885
On which there has been collected
And interest ....
$61,152 41
832 28
$62,986 65
$61,984 69
Abatements on 1883 during 1884.
Estate of F. D. Howe $4 06
M. S. Shedd 144
Jacob Gobel, estate 5 76
George Upham 7 04
Wm. F. Poole 76
Lucy A. Barrett 4,32
Jonathan Cochrane 2 00
Henry G. Curtis 2 00
Thomas Cook 2 00
Thos. A. Dalby 2 00
Mrs. Mary F. Howard $2 52
Miss Cynthia Howard 5 76
Mary E. Howard 5 76
Miss E. and M. Moody 11 52
Curtis B. Smith 9,20
J. F. Whitney 2 00
Mrs. Sarah Shute 3 96
$72 10
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For Year 1882.
Net amount of Collector’s book Jan. 1, 1884, as per
last Report 857,766 31
Abatements made in 1884 ..... 59 28
Net amount Jan. 1, 1885 ..... 857,707 03
On which there has been collected
. 857,114 10
And interest . . . . . 885 34
857,999 44
Abatements on 1882 during 1884.
James M. Critchett $2 00 Jno. H. Thompson.
Mrs. Samuel Fiske 25 90 J. C. Founds
Enoch A. Merrill 2 00
Mrs. Michael Powers 7 38
S2 00
20 00
$59 28
For Year 1881.
Net amount of Collector’s book Jan. 1, 1884, as per
last Report 854,273 53
Abatements made in 1884 . . . . . 381 02
Net amount Jan. 1, 1885 ..... 853,892 51
On which there has been collected . 853,740 72
And interest ..... 835 11
854,575 83
Abatements on 1881 during 1884.
Mrs. Samuel Fisk $25 53
C. W. Higgins G 14
S. F. Keyes 8 00
Wm. F. Mitchell 2 00
L. N. Mullin 2 00
J. L. Randall 2 00
Geo. L. Ainoiy 2 00
M. L. Aver.y 2 00
C. E. Allison 2 00
Geo. Alexander 2 00
Wm. B. Bradbury 2 00
Edwin Bacheller 2 00
H. B. Ballou 2 00
Wm. H. Ballou 2 00
Wm. E. Bucknam 2 00
Chas. A. Brown 2 00
Samuel Cate 2 00
Edward T. Collins 2 00
Duncan Cunningham 2 00
George Dutton 4 07
Alfred Delmar 2 00
Patrick Daly 2 00
B. F. Dexter 2 00
Patrick Drew 2 56
Thomas Dennot 2 00
C. A. Douglas 2 00
Wm. H. Earl 2 00
Benj. W. Ellis 2 00
Leonard T. Eanies 2 00
Joseph Evans 1 00
Warren A. Farr 2 00
Frank T. Follansbee 2 00
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Wm. A. Fisher
Albert F. Fisher
^Ym. Fitzer
Henry Furbush
Geo. Frost
Chas. M. Grover
Peter Gendrat
Geo. W. Grover
George W. Grover, Jr
Geo. W. Goss
Patrick Hayes
Chas, Harvey
Wm. Hallahan
Calvin Hersom
Geo. W. Holmes
Stephen Hyde
James Hansin
Horace P. Hurd
Leonard Jackson
Henry Kramer
Janies Kehoe
George H. Kirmes
John King
George Lee
Charles Locke
Geo. E. Leathe
Joseph Lord
George F. Luce
Chas. Messenger
Lewis N. Maxwell
Michael Mcllergy
Geo. R. Morse
Jack McLaughlin
Moses C. Morgan
C. E. Morgan
Chas. M. McConnell
Leopold Mitchell
Fred’k McConnell
Moses H. Miller
Freeman Mosher
Dennis Mahoney
Philip Mahoney
Scott W. McConnell
Secor Mullin
E. K. Norcross
H. G. Korcross
G. G. Nichols
Geo. W. Odell
Theo. L. Palmer
Daniel Pratt
Nathan Pratt
Joseph Phipps
Geo. W. Pew
Henry W. Pratt
Melon Preble
Chas. Partelow
Chas. M. Partelow
Mark Page
Frank Phipps
Ami Rattelles
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 69
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 09
2 00
2 00
2 07
2 00
2 00
2 00
3 04
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
Wm. Rudolph
James A. Ring
Frank A. Rickaby
Roby, Jr
Chas. Roots
Wm. J. Riley
David Russell
Eugene H. Russell
Stillman Roberts
Daniel Sullivan
Henry A. Staples
Dennis Sullivan
Roderick Scriggins
Horace Stevens
Henry Sargent
John Soule
Alonzo Stevens
Wm. R. Smith
Lyman Skelton
Albert H. Stevens
Andrew Swanson
Louis A. Tinkham
Thomas R. Spear
Geo. L. Tufts
J. E. Tuttle
Asa H. Thayer
Walter C. Thayer
Aaron Tay
Allen C. Twichell
Rufus Tay
Wm. Taylor
John A. 4’hurber
Thos. A. Taylor
Daniel Thompson
Wm. G. Taylor
Frank E. Thomas
Eli Upham
Andrew Waitt
Isaac Wilkinson
John Henry Welcome-.
Claudius Wadsworth. .
.
Wm. R. Warren
Dennis Welch
Williams
Oliver Williams
Thoihas D. Watson
Edward H. Whittaker.
Fred Waitt
Chas. Waitt
Chas. H. Whitcomb—
Harmon W. Woodward.
James Willis
Edward H. Young
Josiah York. »
Mrs. Belle T. Collins..
Geo, H. Bradford
Fred. O. Black
J. W. Bazin
Howard Briggs
James Bother
2 00
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
5
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
2
2
2 -
2
2
2
2
2
2
15
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
5 10
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Timothy Callahan $2 00 Elmer D. Swain,
Thomas Upham
$2 00
George Clinton 2 00 2 00
Crummett
Andrew Dow
2 00
2 00
J. B. Davidson 2 00
Daniel X. Dole
Charles T. Stevens Jr.
2 00
2 00
$381 02
For Year 1880.
Net amount of Collector’s book Jan. 1, 1884, as per
last report . . . . ... . $53,827 52
Abatements made in 1884 ..... 25 00
Net amount ........ $53,802 52
On which there has been collected . $53,802 52
And interest . . . . . 997 15
$54,799 67
And the Collector’s account for 1880 has been settled with
the Town.
Abatements on 1880 during 1884.
James Hallihan $2 00
John Johnson, 2d 2 00
M. P. Mitchell 1 00
Xathan Pratt -2 00
Henry Sargent 2 00
Geo. B. Smith 2 00
Chas. Stone 2 00
Aaron L. Tay 2 00
Edward H. Young $2 00
Chas. Copeland 2 00
Moses C. Morgan 2 00
James P. Melius 2 00
Heni-y Morcombe 2 00
$25 00
Respectfull}^ submitted.
H. H. WESTGATE,
DEXTER PRATT,
[
GEO. F. BOARDMAX. '
Assessors
of
Melrose.
COLLECTORS’ REPORTS.
Statement of Taxes for Year 1884.
Amount of Warrant and Tax List as received from
the Assessors .......
Additional Assessments ......
Abatements (see Assessors’ Report)
Interest collected .......
Cash paid Treasurer ......
Balance unpaid January 1, 1884 .
$64,899 13
33 73
864,932 86
382 10
$64,550 76
51 66
$64,602 42
40,000 00
824,602 42
LEWIS G. COBURN,
— Collector for 18S4.
Statement of Taxes for Year 1883.
Balance unpaid Jan. 1, 1884, as per last Report . $22,406 34
Abatements in 1-884 (see Assessors’ Report) 72 10
$22,334 24
Interest collected in 1884 .... 742 24
823,076 48
Raid Treasurer in 1884 ..... . 20,500 00
Balance unpaid Jan. 1, 1885 . . $2,576 48
JONATHAN C. HOWES,
Collector for 1SS3.
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Statement of Taxes for Year 1882.
Balance unpaid Jan. 1, 1884, as per last Report . $937 21
Abatements in 1884 (see Assessor’s Report) . . 59 28
$877 93
Interest collected in 1884 ..... 24 44
$902 37
Paid Treasurer in 1884 . . . . .
. 275 00
Balance unpaid January 1, 1885 . . . $527 37
JONATHAN C. HOWES,
Collector for 1882,
Statement of Taxes for Year 1881.
Balance unpaid January 1, 1884, as per last Report . $607 81
Abatements in 1884 (see Assessor’s Report) . . 381 02
$226 79
Interest collected in 1884 ..... 83
$227 62
Paid Treasurer in 1884 . . . .
. 75 00
Balance unpaid January 1, 1885 . .
.
$152 62
JONATHAN C. HOWES,
Collector for 1881.
Statement of Taxes for Year 1880.
Balance unpaid January 1, 1884, as per last Report . $133 78
Abatements in 1884 (see Assessor’s Report) . . 25 00
$108 78
Interest collected . . . . . . . 17 44
$126 22
Paid Treasurer in 1884 . . . . . . 126 22
and account settled.
MOSES BRIGGS,
Collector for 1880.
REPORT OF FIRE ENGINEERS.
To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen :
—
We hereby respectfully submit the following report for the
!,155 21
year ending December, 1884.
The appropriation for the year was . ooo 00
Unexpended balance, 1883 155 21
Expenditures as follows :
—
Hose Co. No. 1 * . $550 95
“ 2 521 24
u u u
^ 364 88
Hook and ladder Co. 722 65
Contingent expenses 206 20
$2,365 92
The apparatus in charge of the different companies are in
good order.
For the ensuing year we would ask for the following sums to
be appropriated, viz. :
—
General appropriation
For rent and incidentals .
For the purchase of 2,000 feet of hose
$2,000 00
500 00
150 00
We respectfully call your attention to the lack of pressure
of the water at the hydrants, and would recommend the purchase
of a steam fire-engine.
Respectfully submitted.
A. W. LYNDE,
W. B. ELLIS,
DEXTER PRATT, Clerk.
Engineers
of
Melrose.
REPORT OF WATER COMMISSIONERS.
The Board of Water Commissioners herewith submit their
fifteenth Annual Eeport, for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1884.
For a detailed statement concerning the work of the past year
and the present condition of this department, we would respect-
fully refer 3^ou to the report of the Superintendent.
Your Commissioners are able to report a favorable condition
of the Pond at the present time.
At the beginning of the year the water was 82
^
inches below
high-water mark. Soon after this time, however, the water rose
quite rapidly, and on February" 16th pumping was discontinued
;
and on April 16th the Pond was full and flowing over the Rollway.
Since which time the lowest point reached was on November 23d, •
when it was 40J inches below high-water mark, and at the time of
closing this Report is 34 inches below.
Several meetings have been held with the Commissioners of
Malden and Medford ; and with the Special Committee appointed
b}' the Town in regard to a new Main, and also a conduit to ex-
tend some seven hundred feet into the Pond in order to reach
deep w'ater. No final decision has been arrived at as 3^et, but
negotiations are still pending.
Your Commissioners recommend appropriations for the coming
year, as follows : —
For h3’drants. Town Hall, school-houses, etc. . . $2,000 00
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Table showing Levels below Spot Pond Rollway.
Surveys made in 1884 by Percy M. Blake, C. E., and
George H. Bishop, C. E.
Below
Rollway.
Feet.
0.00
5.61
22.39
83.00
92.20
97.19
98.53
0.37
99.62
91.56
86.06
32.00
92.17
41.09
13.78
• 18.00
3.00
73.00
18.00
3.16
Rollway.
Lowest point on pipe line between Woodland Av. & Ravine Road.
Summit of Ravine Road, near spring barrel in ground.
North-west corner Ravine Road and Washington Street.
Intersection of Ravine Road and AVyoming Avenue.
Intersection of Trenton Street and Wyoming Avenue.
West rail Boston and Maine Railroad at AVyoming Station.
Piazza floor of AV. P. Sargent’s house on Wyoming Hill.
Intersection Berwick Street and Wyoming Avenue.
Corner Main and Foster Streets.
Fall from Rollway to top of underpinning of Town Hall.
Sill of lower window on J. O. Norris’s house. Cedar Park.
Intersection of Main and Essex Streets.
Intersection of Upham Street and Bellevue Avenue.
Sill of Upham Street school-house.
In front of G. W. Chipman’s house on extension of Tremont St.
Top of hill opposite G. AV. Chipman’s house.
Track of Boston and Maine R. R. 100 feet north of Franklin St.
Foundation of P. AV. Curry’s house. Orris Street.
Doleful Pond above Spot Pond, Nov. 13th, 1884.
WATER-TAKERS, 1885.
Families.......
Apothecaries ......
Aquarium ......
Armory .......
Barber shops ......
Bakehouses ......
Blacksmith shop .....
Churches ......
1,186
3
1
1
3
2
1
6
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Carriage shop .......
Engine and hose houses ......
Fish markets ........
Greenhouses ........
Hand hose ........
H3^drants ........
Halls ,. . . .
Livery and boarding stables .....
Manufactories . . .
Motors .........
Ornamental fountains ......
Private stables .......
Printing-office .......
Public drinking-fountains . . . . .
Public ornamental fountains . . . . .
Railroad depots .......
Standpipes ........
School-houses .......
Stores and shops .......
Truck and cart stables ......
Number of water-takers as per register 1885 1,280
Number of water-takers as per register 1884 1,176
Increase over 1884 . . . 104
RECEIPTS FOR WATER.
Amouyit received for Water-Bates exclusively.
1860-71
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
75
1
4
3
6
264
104
5
4
6
2
6
29
1
5
2
4
3
10
20
15
$3,909 29
5,141 84
6,133 88
7,202 31
7,882 85
8,788 93
8,850 45
9,267 95
9,717 13
9,863 14
10,223 84
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1882 . . . .
1883 . . . .
1884 . . . .
Estimated income lor 1885
$10,818 84
12,826 05
13,695 51
14,500 00
CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT.
Cost of Water Works to Jan.* 1, 1884 . . .$185,697 47
There has been expended on construction account
during the year ending Dec. 31, 1884, the sum
of ........ . 3,754 51
Cost of Water Works to Jan. 1, 1885 . . 189,441 98
MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT.
There has been paid out on the above account the
sum of three thousand two hundred and twent}'-
six and dollars, for which the Town holds
the vouchers . • •
INTEREST ACCOUNT.
April 1, 1883, Coupons on $50,000 $1,500 00
July 1, “ Coupons on 100,000 3,000 00
Oct. 1, “ Coupons on 50,000 1,500 00
Jan. !,• 1884, Coupons on 100,000 3,000 00
RECEIPTS.
Received from Town for use of water $2,000 00
“ “ City of Malden, care of
gate-house
,
&c. . 333 78
“ “ Town of Medford, repairs
on boat 4 19
“ for shutting off . . 4 00
“ “ notices . • . 60
“ “ stone sold . . 31 25
“ “ stock ‘ ‘ . 5 50
“ “ water-rates . . 13,695 51
“on pipe account . 795 07
$3,226 .82
$9,000 00
$12,226 82
$16,869 90
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CONTRA.
Paid on interest account.... $9,000 00
Maintenance “
. . . . 3,226 82
$12,226 82
Surplus for the ^^ear $4,643 08
Furniture., Stocky and Tools on hand Jan. i, 1885.
Furniture $250 00
Tools of all kinds 160 00
Stock 689 85
$1,099 85
WINGATE P. SARGENT,
^ Wcder
W. IRVING ELLIS,
[WILBUR D. FISKE. ) Commissioners.
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT.
In accordance with the usual custom, I herewith present to
you the annual report of 3’our Superintendent, showing the opera-
tions of this department for the 3’ear ending Dec. 31, 1884, and
the present condition of the works under m3' charge.
THE POND.
The water in the pond was at the lowest point Januar3' 1, being
then 82J inches below high-water mark, and 17^ inches below the
top of the pipe. But from this time the water began to rise, and
on Februaiy 16lh the water was 9 inches above the top of the
pipe in the gate-house, and the pump was stopped. The water
continued to rise, and on April 16th was flowing over the waste-
wa3', running over more or less until Ma3" 10th. •
The following record will show the condition of the pond each
month in the 3'ear : —
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RECORD.
Eise and Fall of the Pond in 1884.
Jan. 1 . . . Water was 82J inches below high-water mark,
and the lowest point during the year.
u 10 . . Water was 77 inches below high-water mark.
u 20 . u Jq U (( U ii
k ( 30 . 7Q 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Feb. 10 . u 62J
“
^
.
16 . u 56 “ “ stopped pumping.
20 . (( 50J inches below high-water mark.
29 . (( 37| “ ‘‘ “ “
Mar. 10 . (( 343 “
4 ^ 20 . C ( 24 44 44 44 44
4 30 . (
i
lU “ “ “ “
April 10 . ii 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
u 16 . i i flowing over the wasteway.
i i. 20 . C ( 44 .4 44
ii 30 . u 44 44 44
May 10 . u just at high-water mark.
U 20 . u 13 inches below high-water mark.
i. i 30 . u ^ 44 44 44 44
June 10 . a 3| “ “
i ; 20 . i i qX 44 44 44 44
<.i 30 . u 7 44 44 ik 44
July 10 . ii 7^
44 44 44 44
(
i
20 . i i 11 44 44 44 44
(
(
30 . u 24 44 44 44 44
Aug. 10 . i 1. 141 44 44 44
20 . (( 27X 44 44 44 44
U 30 . (C 194 “
Sept. 10 . 231 44 44 44 44
u 20 . u 26 “ ‘‘ “ “
u 30 . (
b
284 “
Oct. 10 . n 314 4 . 44 4 . 44
20 . i 1, 34i 44
a 30 . i i 364 “ “
Nov. 10 . ii 374 44
20 . it 394 44 44 44 .4
(C 23 . i i 40J “ the next lowest point.
30 . a 39J “ below high-water mark.
Dec. 10 . u 383 “
20 . . (( 38 “ “ “ “
30 . C i 34 44 44 44 44
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COMPARATIVE RECORD. ^
Slioioing the lowest points below high-water mark to tuhich the pond
has been drawn since 1874.
1874. — Lowest point, 43 inches, Dec. 7.
1875.
— Lowest point, 61 inches, Feb. 22. Pond full, June 23.
Next lowest point, 33 inches, Nov. 10.
1876.
— Lowest point, 37 inches, Nov. 6. Pond full, March 25.
1877.
— Lowest point, 33 inches. Sept. 30. Pond full, March 15.
1878.
— Lowest point, 27J inches, Nov. 13. Pond full, Jan. 15.
Pond full second time, Dec. 14.
1879. — Lowest point, 45 inches, Dec. 20. Pond full and running
over at waste-way from Jan. 1 to May 20.
1880.
— Lowest point, 63J inches, Dec. 30. Highest point. May
10, being then 12 inches below high-water mark.
1881. — Lowest point, 65 inches, Jan. 8, at which time the water
was down to the top of the pipe at the gate-house : commenced
pumping and continued until Jan. 22. The pump was started
again Feb. 6, and run until Feb. 13. Pond full and running
over from March 22 to April 30. Next lowest point, 32 inches,
Dec. 22.
1882. — Lowest point, 37^ inches, Dec. 21. Pond full and running
over at waste-way from March 3 to April 3.
1883.
— Lowest point, 82 inches, Dec. 30. The highest point
reached was 15 inches below high-water mark. May 30.
Commenced pumping Sept. 23, and continued to pump at
this time, Dec. 31.
1884. — Lowest point, 82J inches, Jan. 1. Pond full and running
over from April 16 to May 10. Next lowest point, 40J inches,
Nov. 23.
STREET MAINS.
One thousand sixt3"-two feet of six-inch pipe has been laid
the past season, and one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four
feet of four-inch. Five leaks have been repaired.
B}' the cutting down of Main Street at Reading Hill, about
two hundred feet of four-inch pipe had to be taken up and relaid
to a greater depth.
Total length of street mains, eighteen and one-half miles.
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HYDRANTS.
Five new hydrants have been added to the fire service since
the last Report, namel}^ :
—
One on Rowe Street
;
one on First Street
;
one on Greenwood
Street
;
one on Pratt Street, and one on the extension of Foster
Street.
Whole number now in use, one hundred and four.
All were carefully examined and put in good condition before
the cold weather.
REPAIRS MADE IN 1884.
Jan. 9. — Repaired leak in lead connection to service pipe
on Maple Street.
Feb. 12. — Repaired leak in service pipe on Youle Street.
New stop.
April 17.— Repaired leak in 4-inch pipe on Trenton Street.
Rust}- pipe.
April 18.— Repaired leak in 4-inch pipe on Washington
Street. Rust-hole.
June 24.— Repaired leak in 4-inch pipe on Emerson Street.
Rusty pipe.
July 21.— Repaired leak in service pipe on Myrtle Street.
Lead connection.
Sept. 3.— Repaired leak in 4-inch pipe on Tremont Street.
Rusty pipe.
Sept. 2G.— Reset hydrant on Rowe Street.
Sept. 28.— Repaired leak in lead connection to service pipe
,
on Emerson Street.
Oct. 1.— Repaired leak in service pipe on Ashland Street.
New stop.
Nov. 15.— Repaired leak in 6-inch pipe on Foster Street.
Leak in joint.
Nov. 25.— Repaired leak in hydrant on Porter Street. New
valve.
Dec. 10.— Repaired leak in hydrant on Grove Street. Cleared
waste.
Dec. 26.— Repaired leak in lead connection to service pipe
on Franklin Street.
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GATES SET IN 1884.
Seven new gates have been added to the pipe-lines sinee the
last Report, located as follows :
—
One 6-inch gate on First Street, east of Lebanon Street.
One 6-inch gate on the extension of Foster Street, west of
Dell Avenue. '
One 4-inch gate on Hillside Avenue, west of Bellevue Avenue.
One 4-inch gate on Rowe Street, South of Emerson Street.
One 4-inch gate on Pratt Street, north of Franklin Street.
One 4-inch gate on Orient Street, south of Porter Street.
One 4-inch gate on Lebanon Street, south of Emerson Street.
Making one hundred and nineteen (119) gates of various sizes
now in use.
SERVICE PIPES.
Eighty-three new service pipes have been laid the past season,
making the number of services now in use eleven hundred and
four.
Thirteen services have been taken up and relaid, the rusty
pipe and couplings taken out, and replaced with new.
2,917 feet of service pipe has been laid from main pipe to
street line, and 2,402 feet from street line to cellar.
Eighty wooden service boxes that were decayed have been
taken out and replaced with iron ones.
AMOUNT OF PIPE LAID IN 1884.
Street Mains.
The following record will show the streets in which pipes have
been laid the past season, giving the
feet in each street.
size of pipe and number of
6
-inch pipe on First Street . 555 feet.
6 “ (. i. “ Foster Street . 507
4 “ (( “ Greenwood Street . 353 u
4 “ “ Rowe Street . 280 u
4 “ “ Pratt Street . 378
4 “ ( “ Brazil Street . 335 ( w
4 “ ( i “ Orient Street . 211 ( i
4 i ( “ Hillside Avenue . 337 i i
4 “ C ( “ Main Street, relaid . 200
3,156 feet.
Amount carried forward . 3,156 feet.
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Amount brought forward
Service^ Pipe.
f inch from main pipe to street line .
u a u u ;; u
1 “ “ street line to cellar
I
tt U U CC tt
# “ u u u C4 cc relaid
3,156 feet.
1,672 feet.
1,245 “
372 “
. 2,030 “
189 “
5,508 feet.
Total 8,664 ‘‘
FINANCIAL.
In addition to the above, I have, as AYater Registrar, collected
for water-rates the sum of $13,695.51, and from other sources
$1,174.39 ; making a total of $14,869.90, which sum has been
paid to the Town Treasurer, for which I hold his receipt.
The following table will show the different classes of water-
takers, and the amounts paid by each
;
also, the amounts received
from^other sources :
—
Received from families . . $11,510 76
stores and shops 129 00
a i i manufactories 502 50
a (( use of hose 792 00
(,i i i stables . 434 50
a i ( motors . 41 00
a (
(
meters . 10 00
u u greenhouses . no 00
( i ( halls 48 00
i i u fountains 31 00
i i a churches •46 00
n depots . 40 75
$13,695 51
u ( i
citj" of Malden $333 78
u a pipe account . 795 07
i ( a stock sold, etc. 45 54
1,174 39
614,869 90
Respectfull}' submitted,
ADDISON LANE, Superintendent.
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Melrose, Feb. 9, 1884.
By request of the Board of Water. Commissioners I have
audited the books and accounts of Addison Lane, Water Eegis-
trar, with results, as follows: Water rates charged on register,
total amount, $13,731.25 ; abatements, $35.74, leaving a balance
of $13,695.51
;
all of which have been collected, credited on reg-
ister, and paid into the town treasur}^. Receipts on account of
pipes laid, stock sold, etc., $1,174.39, which has also been paid
into the treasuiy, making a total of $14,869.90 received on water
account for the year 1884.
JOHN LARRABEE,
Town
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Total Amount and Location of Distributing Pipes to the
{Present Time.
Feet of Pipe.
02
1
g ! Gates.
Streets. !
^
i
8-inch 6 -inch. A-inch. 2-inch «
S !
G-inch A-inch 2-inch
j
'S
s
Hillsiflfi Avfi 337 1
Cirp.nit, 310 1
1
Fjlfivp.nth 1 255
1
1
;
Third 287
..
..j
1
Main 3,784 ’ 478 287 9 2 1 1 !
(xrnnn 2,700
1
3 1
Franklin ... 3,1554
3,497f
1,233
3G0 4 2 1
1
.
430 0 3 1 1
Trenton 1,33U
2,339i
1,475
3,180
353
1 2 2 ..... 11
]\Ielrose ’ 1 1
• • • • •
1
i . . .
2 2
i
1
Trp.niont 2 4
...
(Trppnwoofl 037 1 1
Pnrkins 230 1
T^axtfir 484 1 1
Florence 1,3401
2,205^
3,977
998^
1 2
Maple and Poplar 2 3
Kmerson 1 0 4
Yonle 342
i
1
i
1
1
Otis 780
1
Oakland 1,101 1
;
1
i
. . .
.
1
.
Tiinflen Pla.ee 280
Cedar Park l,200i
1,142
708
457 o ' 2
Cott,a.(Te
1
193 2
i
2
Hurd ! 1
Perwiek i 1,2204
220
1 ( 2
Herbert ' 1584 1
Orove IWest)
!
2874
090i
1,4704
3,i';o
' 0954
091
1
Waverly Place 1 1
Foster 507 2 1 2
Myrtle and Lake Ave 4 8
Winthrop .... 1 !
' ’
Vine 1
FiSsex 1,437 4 2
Willow 003 1
Short and TMain 4704
1
. . .
Porter
1
2,5144 3 1
School 495
Converse Ave 11,050 i 18 3
!
1
1 . . .Prospect, Avenue 500 1 1
Tremont (North) 1 500 1
Place oif Emerson 291 1
Ellsworth Aveniie 314 1
A Ihinn 222 1 :::
Pleasant 1,125 1 1
I
1 . .
.
Winter 241 1
Cliarles 335 1
Pratt 378 1 1
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Total Amount and Location of Distributing Pipes to the
Present Time— Concluded.
Streets.
Feet of Pipe. mE-i
<
Gates.
8-incli 6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch P
W
6-inch 4-inch 2-inch
.d
rt
06
pirst, 555 1 1
632 2 1
200 1,000
3,283
2 1
5 2
216
2,750
1,366
1871
2,960
701
2 1
1
1
3 1
2 1
Wyoming Ave. (East)
Wyoming Ave. (West)
nil pstn nt
1,076 1
3
572 1 2
]yjt 394 1 1
Anl3nTri 372 1
W^irittirf^p Plane 520 1 1
Belmont 376 1
376 600 1 1
Pj’npppp.t 1,026
1,082
422
1 1
Essex and Lake Ave.
.
A vnn ...... 1
PllYl 1,057
272
1
JJnwf^Tfl 550 1 1
Upkam and Dell Ave 3,488
534
2
Past 1
1,760
387
2
TwinD* 1Xi V
Em^'T'^nn Plane 251 1
Rpvpnt.li 288 1
"Wastes 9.7 Y 9,4 51
SO Pin 0’S 80
fttrppt 1,865
743i
16 2 1
Emerson Street (East)
Ba'W’P SO’P.P.t
10 1
950 552 2 3 1
Achlanrl n'Jni’tlit 480 1
PraTiil 1,115 2 2
Oi’ris 350 148 1 1
Highland Avennp 250 1
Pprwiplr Pla.pp . . 138 1
Pm era ! d 508 1 2
Oripnt . . . 211 1
Total 1,050 18,2301 68,9271 10257 104 14 88 16 1
V
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WATEK-RATES.
DWELLING-HOUSES
.
Occupied by one family, for the first faucet . .
. $6 00
For each additional faucet to be used b}" the same famil}^, 2
When a house is occupied by more than one famity, and
less than four, one faucet only being used for all, for
each family ........ 5 00
When a house is occupied by four or more families, and
but one faucet is used for all, for each family . . 4 00
When a house is occupied by more than one famil}^, the
highest rates will be charged for each family having
water carried into their part of the house.
For the first water-closet . 5 00
For 'each additional water-closet . . 3 00
For hopper water-closet . 8 00
For first bath-tub.... . 5 00
For each additional bath-tub . 3 00
Provided that no private house shall pay more than $25 per year.
BOARDING-HOUSES.
For the first faucet . . . . . . . $10 00
For each additional faucet . . . . . . 2 00
For water-closet or bath-tub when used for boarders . 10 00
Other charges as above.
Where two faucets are used, one for hot and one for cold water,
both emptying into one vessel, but one charge will be made for
both.
STORES.
Occupied as office, shop, or similar purpose
For each additional faucet
For water-closet or urinal
STABLES.
For first horse .....
For each additional horse
For first cow .....
For each additional cow
$6 00 to $20 00
2 50
6 00
$5 00
3 00
2 00
1 00
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$5 00
3 00
S5 00
2 00
$3 00
FOR LIVERY, CLUB, AND BOARDING STABLE.
For first horse ........
For each additional horse ......
The above includes water for washing carriages.
Where hose is used, $5 additional.
TRUCK AND CART STABLES.
For first horse ........
For each additional horse . . . ...
The above includes water for washing carriages.
HOSE.
For sprinkling streets, washing windows, and similar uses
When several desire to use the same hydrant for watering streets
or watering gardens, see Superintendent.
HOTELS.
For each bed for boarders and lodgers . . .
. $3 00
BATHS
For public baths, and for each bath in any hotel
For water-closet in public bath-houses
STEAM-ENGINES.
For each stationary steam-engine working not over ten
hours a day, for each horse-power . . . . $6 00
BUILDING PURPOSES.
For eAXiy cask of lime or cement used . . . . $0 05
ORNAMENTAL FOUNTAINS.
(Ordinarilj^ used three hours a day for a period of not more than
four months a 3’ear.)
For a jet of one-sixteenth of an inch . . . . $3 00
For a jet of one-eighth of an inch . . . . 5 00
For a jet of one- quarter of an inch . . . . 8 00
To be cut off" at the discretion of the Superintendent.
MANUFACTORIES.
And for all purposes not enumerated in the foregoing rates,
special contract to be made with the Water Board.
$10 00
10 00
This schedule of prices was printed in a circular, and distributed
among the citizens, with this additional note : —
“All parties wishing Spot Fond water introduced into their
buildings will be required to sign an application for the same. A
book for that purpose may be found at the Town Clerk’s office.”
REPORT
OF THE
Water Loan Sinking Fund Commissioners.
The Water Loan Sinking Fund Commissioners present the
following Report for the past 3'ear :—
Cash on hand January 1, 1884 .... $698 73
Received interest on investments .... 822 29
Received on account of mortgage . . . . 100 00
Received from Water Board surplus,—income for 1884 3,472 82
We have bought for investment,
—
2 bonds of city of Charlestown, . . . $1,000 each.
1 “ “ cit}’’ of Boston ..... 1,000
1 “ “ town of Natick ..... 1,000
at a total premium of $496.25 ; and the Sinking Fund
at present stands as follows :
—
United States Bonds . . 44%
City of Salem . . . 5%
“ L^mn . . . 6%
“ Cambridge . . 6%
“ Providence . . 5%
“ Boston . . . 6%
“ Charlestown . . 6 %
Town of Natick . . 4%
Mortgage on real estate in Melrose
Cash in Melrose Savings Bank
$3,500 00
3.000 00
1.000 00
2,000 00
1,000 00
1,000 00
2,000 00
1,000 00
2,700 00
487 48
$17,687 48
Respectfull}’ submitted,
DANIEL RUSSELL,
JOHN W. FARWELL,
ROYAL P. BARRY,
Commissioners.
Melrose Jan. 1, 1885.
REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT.
To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen.
The report of the Police Department is herewith appended : —
The appropriation for the year was . $1,200 00
The expenses have been . . . 1,084 50
Balance unexpended . . . $115 50
The following cases have been brought before the Court the
past year : —
Larceny.... 7
Liquor nuisance . . 1
Disturbing peace
Assault .
Bastardy
Adultery
Disorderly house
Drunkenness .
Breaking and enterin;
Common drunkard .
Evading fare . . . 1
On default warrant . 1
House of common resort . 1
Obtaining money b}" false
pretence . . 3 counts
Vagrants ... 2
Idiotic person removed . 1
Neglected child . . 1
Tramps accommodated in
lock-up . . .130
1
2
1
5
2
2
Eespectfully submitted.
FRANK M. McLaughlin,
Chief of Police.
Melrose, Dec. 31, 1884.
Dr. MELROSE PUBLIC LIBRART,
Feb. 18, 1884.
20,
a 22,
ii
U
26,
Z 1
^
27,
Jan. 29, 1885,
Mch. 5, 1884.
15,
Dec. 18,
Apr.
ii
1,
16,
U
1,
ii
1,
Jan. 1, 1885,
Apr. 11, 1884,
Jan. 29, 1885,
Apr. 11, 1884,
Jan. 29, 1885,
Apr.
U
15, 1884,
16,
May 27, .
Apr. 16,
Nov. 19,
Apr. 16,
Dec. 31,
.
May 5,
Dec. 6,
May 27,
Dec. 18,
July 1,
Jan. 14, 1885,
July 1, 1884.
U
11,
U
11,
Dec. 30,
July 15,
Au£
Jan. 14, 1885, )
Aug. 18, 1884,
Sept. 20,
“ 27,
Nov. 13,
6
,
12
,
14, 1885.
14
,
14,
29,
1884-85.
Dec
Jan
Feb. 2, 1885,
cash paid Geo. W. Powers, books
. $1 50
S. A. Drake, ‘‘
. 3 25
W. P. Derby ‘‘
. 3 75
Geo. E. Littlefield “
. 14 85
G. W. Keynolds “ . 14 50
Guppies, Upham, & Co. “
. 6 94
P. B. Bussell “
. 3 50
Clark & Carruth “ . 25 14
W. L. Williams, printing . . 11 00
T. W. Bipley, Annual Beports . . 3 00
Miss Carrie M. Worthen, librarian . 237 50
U. S. War Department, books . . 2 76
De Wolfe, Fiske & Co. . 439 11
C. C. Morse & Son “ . 3 15
Massachusetts Hist. Soc. “ . 9 00
P. D. Meston, binding . 107 30
Little, Brown & Co., books . 58 34
D. L. Guernsey “ . 7 00
A. S. Clark “ . 23 00
G. F. King & Merrill, stationery . 6 50
S. P. Bowell, repairing . 2 00
J. W. Beeves, books . . 1 50
Estes & Lauriat “ . . 27 54
J. B. Holmes “ . . 1 50
Eastman’s Express . 4 85
E. Johnson, books . 8 25
James L. Bowen, books . 2 15
Geo. B. Sargent, ribbon 50
Lockwood, Brooks & Co., books . 5 45
Insurance . 5 28
Houghton, Miflin & Co., books . 4 00
Library Bureau, “ . 7 25
“ Journal . 5 00
S. Hobbs A Co., books . 1 60
W. P. Hood “ . . . 15 00
. 1 00
Sundries, postage, mucilage, ink, labels, Ac. . 6 60
Balance on hand . 54 27
$1,134 83
Statement of the Horatio Nelson Perkins Fund.
Feb. 2, 1885, Balance on hand 8520 20
8520 20
IN ACCOUNT WITH E. R. GOSS, TBEASUBER. Cb,
Feb. 12, 1884,
Mch. 19,
“ 19,
Oct. 11,
July 9,
Jan. 26, 1885.
a ((
By balance from account of 1883-4 . .
.
$45 74
cash of Town Treasurer, dog tax, 1883 . . 509 83
“ “ annual appropriation 500 00
cash from Librarian for fines
. .
. . 66 11
“ ‘‘ “
“ Catalogues . . . 13 15
$1,134 83
Statement of the Horatio Nelson Perkins Fund.
Feb. 1884, By ainoimt in Melrose Savings Bank,—
(The Permanent Fund) .
interest to Jan. 1, 1885 ....
Respectfully submitted,
E. II. GOSS,
$500 00
20 20
$520 20
Treasurer.
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
OF THE
MELROSE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
The Trustees of the Public Library present their Four-
teenth Annual Report.
To your Trustees there are even more forcible reminders
of the swift passing of time than the urgent calls of the
printer for copy; and among these are the increase of
patronage, good evidence of appreciation, and, more forcible
still, the fast filling last alcove in our present Library Room,
with its silent demand for increased accommodation.
These show not only the lapse of time, but that which
sometimes is its best fruitage,— a more general and hearty
appreciation of the benefits and advantages freely granted
by the Town in all matters pertaining to popular education.
The gift of our friend Judge Perkins, deposited in our-
Savings Bank, has now yielded a 3^ear’s interest, and the
Trustees are about purchasing such books as will best serve
to perpetuate the gift and the name of the giver.
A timely letter from our friend Colonel Drake appeared
in the Melrose Journal^ last April, suggesting that entertain-
ments be given, and a special fund created, to enable the
Trustees to secure books of high class and cost.
The Perkins Fmid will, in a limited way, serve as a guide
;
and it is our hope, by the judicious expenditure of the in-
come derived from this source, to encourage many of our
citizens to gifts of a similar character.
The recent additions to the Library will amply repay your
critical examination. Such of our townspeople as have had
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occasion to make researches in our stores of learning have
seen fit to express themselves both surprised and pleased at
the wide range of historical and general literature embraced
in our little collection.
We append a list of donations with our statistics, and
extend our sincere thanks to the donors for their gifts.
By the courtesy of Wm. L. Williams, Esq., lists of new
books added from time to time have appeard in the Mehose
Journal.
DONATIONS.
Pamphlets.
Number of pamphlets reported last year . . . 676
Deduct the Webster Eulogies, now bound and added
to the number of books in the Library ... 41
635
Annual Report of the Boston Public Library . . 1
“ “ u Chicago “ “ . . . 1
“ “ “ “ Holbrook “ “ . . . 1
“ u 4 ; Lancaster “ “ . . . 1
“ “ “ “ Malden “ “ . . . 1
“ “ “ Manchester, (N.H.), Public Library, 1
“ “ “ “ Newton “ “ 1
“ “ “ “ Peabody Institute “ “ 1
“ “ “ “ Wakefield (Beebe) “ “ 1
“ “ “ “ Watertown “ 1
The Librar}" Guide ....... 1
The Tuftonian ........ 9
Official Gazette of the U. S. Patent Office . . . 52
Nnmber of phamplets now in Library . . . . 707
Books. Donors.
Memoir of Samuel G. Drake . . Samuel A. Drake.
New England Folk-Lore (Manuscript^ . ‘‘ “ “
Views on Vexed Questions . . . AV. W. Kingsley.
Sheridan’s Veterans .... Joseph D. Wilde.
Old State House Memorial . . . 44 44 44
Massachusetts State Government, 2 v. . “ “ “
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The American Naturalist
26th Annual Report of the Trade )
and Commerce of Chicago, f
Arguments against Woman Suffrage )
Answered and Refuted, j
Eulogies on the Death of Dan’l Webster, 2 v.
Longman’s Magazine, 2 vols.
Tenth Census, 7 vols. ....
Henry Westcott, A Memorial
Memorial of Wendell Phillips
What shall we do with our Daughters .
Memoir of George B. Emerson
Papers.
The Literary World ....
The Melrose Journal ....
C. N. Chapin.
George F. Stone.
W. L. Williams.
u u u
Daniel Jefferson.
S. Z. Bowman.
Mrs .HenryWestcott.
City of Boston.
Mary A. Livermore.
Rev. R. C. Waterston.
Daniel Jefferson.
Wm. L. Williams.
STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1884.
Number of volumes in Library January 1, 1884 5,484
“ “
“ purchased this year 396
“ “ “ donated “ “ . 25
421
Number of volumes in Libraiy January 1, 1885 • 5,905
Number of persons using Libraiy January 1, 1884 . 1,619
“ “ cards issued this year 307
“ “ “ relinquished this year 19
288
Number of persons using Library January 1, 1885 1,907
Largest number of volumes issued in one da}' 477
Smallest “ “ “ “ U CC U ^December^ ^ 46
Average “ “ “ “ on Mondays 91
“ “ “ “ “ on Saturdays 336
Whole “ “ “ “ in March . 3,302
u u u u % u ]VXay .2,629
“ “ “ ‘‘ “in November 2,639
“ “ “ “ “in December 2,455
“ 44 4 4 4 4 this year 29,447
Increase in circulation “ “ 1,189
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Five hundred and ten books have been rebound.
The Library has been open Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons and evenings, and Monday evenings, with the
exception of the customary holidays.
Among the gifts will be noticed the carefully edited,
handsomely bound, and finely illustrated volumes of the
Massachusetts State Government of 1879, with admirable
portraits of Governor Long, the Council, Judges of the
Courts, Senators, &c.; and also the “ Old State House Memo-
rialf a very interesting volume of much historic interest and
value. Both these gifts are from our friend Joseph D.
Wilde, Esq.
That the war of the Rebellion is fast passing into history
is well illustrated by the numerous additions of a single year
to our collection. In addition to the ofiicial records of the
war published by the Government, and added to the Library
as fast as procured,—and many volumes descriptive of par-
ticular campaigns and battles,—the following Regimental
histories have been purchased :
—
1st Mass. Kegiment
2d ‘‘
5th
6th “
12th “ ‘‘
21st “
27th “ “
32d “
33d “
Any of our citizen soldiers who have volumes of Regi-
mental History in their possession, which our catalogue shows
are lacking in our collection, will confer a favor upon the
Town Library by giving such information to the Trustees
as will enable them to purchase the volumes needed to com-
plete the series.
The Book-Notes of “ Bihliofhilef seventeen of which
were placed before the readers of the Melrose Journal in
1884, have served to increase the information of the public
35th Mass. Kegiment.
36th “
37th ‘‘
38th
44th “
45th “ “
49th “ ‘‘
55th “ “
10th “ (Sleeper’s) Battery.
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as to some of the books which may be read by all, and have
been read by the author of these pungent little notelets.
A single extract will, we trust, serve to further arrest
the attention of that honored citizen who has made up his
mind to leave a handsome legacy to the Library, by his last
will and testament, and lead him to change his plans in so
far as to put them into execution at once.
Good examples are plentiful of men who are enjoying
the inestimable privilege of being their own executors, and
of carrying out with daily delight their own well-developed
plans.
“ A veiy fine library building is about to be erected in Malden,
at a cost, including the land, of about one hundred and forty
thousand dollars. This is a gift from a citizen of the town.”
“Bibliophile” read the above, and was sad. He was reading
Librarian Winchester’s report on the “ Public Support of the Free
Public Library,” made to the Trustees of the Bussell Library, of
Middletown, Conn., wherein he makes one’s mouth water by
speaking of the beautiful gems of library buildings ahead}' exist-
ing, — the “ Arrres Free Library” of Easton, the Concord, the
Woburn, the “Thomas Crane Public Library” of Quincy, and
others, and the one to be possessed by our mother, Malden, as
indicated by the above extract. Give us, oh ye rich ! a $40,000
one, like the Thomas Crane of Quincy, and we worr’t ask for a
$140,000 one until some time after Melrose becomes a city ! Then
“ Bibliophile ” read, in the same report, what Professor Jevons,
of Owens College, England, said : —
“ Free libraries ai’e engines for creating the habit and power of
enjoying first-class literature, and thus carrying forward the work
of civilization which is commenced in the primary school ; ” arrd
again, “ Let us study to perfect the workings of this crownirrg
department in our apparatus for popular education. Unlike all
other prrblic charities, the free library is equally generous to
those who have and to those who lack. It cares as tenderly for
the many as for the few, and removes some of those painful con-
trasts in humarr opportunity which all good men are anxious to
rectify and realizirrg that iMelrose, notwithstanding it has no
nice roof-tree of its own, is nevertheless enjoying the existence of
/
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one of those ‘ ‘ engines for creating the habit and power of enjoying
first-class literature,” “ Bibliophile ” was happy !
While it seems hardly necessary to repeat the “ twice-told
tales ” of our hopes and plans for the Library, yet we are
aware that time has served to teach lessons as to the educa-
tional advantages of such an institution, which could only
have been learned in time, and as one of the blessed results
of experience.
Having therefore reached a point where a change of
plan is imperative on account of our cramped quarters, we
again request the establishment of a Public Reading Room.
The Room now used by the School Committee is perfectly
adapted to the purpose, as it was originally prepared for the
Library and piped for gas throughout with that end in view
;
and therefore no extra expense would need to be incurred
in that direction. Being opposite the Library entrance, it
would attract and care for the overflow of readers, and give
them an opportunity, now lacking in so many homes, of an
hour for study and reflection.
It would also enable the townspeople to use to advantage
our Reference Library, now, from its location, almost inac-
cessible.
In addition to these advantages, it would furnish proper
location for our pamphlets, now numbering several hundred,
which could then be made ready for general use.
The Monthly Illustrated Magazines, now unused until
bound, would then be read from month to month as they
come fresh from the press.
The opening of the Reading Room would also help toward
the solution of a problem of serious interest: Where may our
young men spend an hour or two in the evening amid at-
tractive surroundings ?
Mr. Whipple says: “ Precious and priceless are the bless-
ings which books scatter around our daily paths.”
In Malden, Wakefield, Stoneham, and very many other
towns, the Reading Room has been found of great and lasting
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advantage to the young, and a real and permanent blessing
to the community.
Your Trustees feel that public opinion justifies them in
calling the matter to the attention of the Town, with a re-
quest for immediate and favorable consideration.
Our co-Trustee, Miss Phoebe Norris, now Mrs. Benneson,
invaluable as a citizen and as a tried and trusted friend of
all plans for the development of educational schemes, having
removed from the town, it will become necessary to fill her
place at the Annual Town Meeting.
We request an appropriation of five hundred dollars and
the Dog Tax for the Library, and two hundred and fifty
dollars for the Reading Room.
Respectfully submitted.
CHARLES C. BARRY,
Secretary*
ELDRIDGE H. GOSS, 1
THOMAS B. PECK,
HANNAH LYNDE,
CHAS. C. BARRY.
Trustees,
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To THE Citizens of Melrose.
With the close of another year we again submit an ac-
count of our stewardship, into whose trust you have confided,
as parents and citizens, your most sacred obligations. We
appreciate the magnitude of this responsibility, and, if we
have not attained to what we have wished and to what you
may have reasonably expected, attribute it rather to limita-
tion of powers than to want of zeal. While the reports of
each year are somewhat formal in their aspects and monoto-
nous in their recitations, yet, when contrasted with those of
years gone, evidences of departure in methods of performance
and systems of instruction are apparent
;
and we hope that
results of good, more or less commensurate with the efforts
put forth, have been attained.
THE BOARD.
It is a wise provision of the law that contemplates a three
years’ tenure for each member of the Committee, the terms
of two expiring each year,— that the members, as a whole,
may not be unfamiliar with their duties. Unfortunately,
in fact, this is not always so, owing to the ‘‘divine right”
of resignation. An acceptance of a position on the Board
should involve a tacit agreement to continue the full term,
if possible, both in the interest of the cause and in justice
to fellow-members, upon whom devolves greater labor and
responsibility with inexperienced co-laborers. At present this
condition does not prevail, and the welfare of all concerned
has been promoted thereby. The aggregate service of the
present Committee is twenty-one years, giving an average
of three and a half years to each. There has been no change
in the personnel of the Committee since the last report
;
but in November Mr. Fletcher, to the regret of his associates,
resigned his position as chairman, which he had so ably and
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faithfully filled for five consecutive years,— the longest in
the history of the town
;
and the Board was reorganized
with Mrs. S. W. Bradbury as secretary and the undersigned
as chairman.
FINANCIAL.
Dr.
To Teachers’ Salaries ...... $13,114 10
“ Teacher of Music and Elocution 356 00
“ Janitors’ Salaries ...... 1,077 20
“ Committee’s “ ...... 287 50
“ Agent’s “ ..... 66 34
Fuel 990 10
“ Miscellaneous expenses (contingent and text-book) 4,732 47
“ Balances on hand Jan. i, 1885 .... 447 09
Total $21,090 80
Cr.
By General Appropriation at Annual Meeting . $15,500 00
“ Contingent “ “ “ “ . . 2,500 00
“ Text-Book “ “ November “ 2,000 00
“ Balances on hand Jan. ist, 1884.... 716 59
“ State School Fund ...... 1 7 76
“ Receipts from other sources .... •56 45
Total........ $21,090 80
Amount expended, for all purposes, past year . ^20,543 71
Amount needed the ensuing year, $20,875, namely :
—
For Salaries of Teachers ...... $14,000 00
“ “
“ Janitors . . . * . #1,150 00
“ “
“ Committee ..... 325 00
“ “ “ Agent 100 00
“ School Supplies, i. <f., books, stationery, &:c. 1,250 00
“ Contingent expenses ...... 2,000 00
“ New Schools ....... 500 00
“ Fuel . . . . . . . 1,050 00
“ Out-building, Centre School (if found necessary) 500 00
Total $20,875 00
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CONTINGENT EXPENSES.
There was appropriated for 1884 the sum of ^2,500. The
sum asked for contemplated some large and unusual out-
lays
;
such as two furnaces and improved ventilation for
High School building, and furnishing of three new schools
;
and these aggregated a sum of $1,000. In the past few
years much has been done to improve the convenience and
appearance of school lots, in the way of curbing and con-
creting and in the planting of trees. A judicious expendi-
ture in making public buildings attractive we believe to be
wise, and in harmony with your sentiments. While each
year brings its demands, we see no extraordinary ones in the
immediate future, and have therefore asked for a less sum
for the ensuing year.
GRADING OF SCHOOLS.
Among the superior advantages of cities and towns over
more sparsely settled communities, not the least of those
conducive to efficiency are the opportunities for grading.
The greater the number of pupils within definite territorial
limits, the more, without increased expense, may be the
grades. Each year of school-life should be spent in a dis-
tinctive grade.
It is evident that a teacher can do more and better work,
and with less outlay of health and strength, with a room of
one class or grade, than with several
;
and whatever favors
the teacher in her work, equally benefits the pupil. The
organization of our schools contemplates an eight-years’
pupilage for the average child, from the alphabet to high
school. Until within the last three years, there were but
five schools for this eight-year course, when, by reducing the
grade of the Intermediate where it was possible, there was
created an additional or Fourth Grammar; and eventually
this plan will be extended to a Fifth and Sixth.
While an eight-year course is contemplated, some are
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longer while others are a shorter time in traversing the
ground, depending on aptitude, health, and the circum-
stances of home.
But better grading is in many instances a sufficient off-
set to shorten the course by a year, or bring it within the
time meditated.
COURSE OF STUDY.
One word regarding this nightmare of overwork,— this
“ undermining of the health” and “wrecking of the constitu-
tion,” that is to result from the requirements of our course
of study. Five hours a day, five days in the week, and forty
weeks in the year, in mental activity, is going to effect
nervous and physical degeneracy in the future man ! The
curriculum of the Melrose schools— and the same is probably
true of every Massachusetts town— is in no way excessive
in its requirements, or prejudicial to the attainment of the
highest standard of bodily health,— a sound mind in a sound
body. Work and hard work are necessities of our nature.
But if, in addition to school requirements, nervous energies
are diverted to outside tasks, and expended in follies and
dissipations, place the responsibility where it belongs. Do
not let us deceive ourselves with this platitude, nor foster
the sentiment that our children are made up of a little more
delicate material than their parents, or that they require
special coddling
;
else we will find them always distanced in
the race by the country stalwart, whose knocks and knowl-
edge have each a value in life. No: it is that children are
wideffed, even in the most luxurious homes, that causes pale
faces and bright eyes. A cup of cojfec and a slice of bread
for breakfast is not fuel enough for five or eight hours.
HEALTH. MORALS.
The entrusted responsibility of your Committee compre-
hends the complete welfare of your children ; and mental
culture is not paramount, in our obligations, to morals and
BEPOBT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 7
health,— mental and physical purity. Teachers are enjoined
by a law of our State to impress on the minds of their pupils the
virtues of chastity, sobriety, temperance, &c., and we believe
that they conscientiously perform this duty. Public schools,
being democratic in their ends, are essentially so in their
composition; and elegance, refinement, and good-breeding
are not attendants in every household. Hence the necessity
to protect on# the one hand, and reform on the other
;
for
such is to be the sovereign people.
Physical culture has justly become a feature of instruction
in all grades, from “mother’s little darling” to Master Whit-
man’s broad-shouldered fourth-year “boys.” It is recreation,
relaxation, and reconstruction epitomized. It aids discipline,
sweetens disposition, facilitates mental digestion, and is in
every way salutary.
The sanitary condition of the various buildings is on the
whole very fair
;
but in no single instance are all things as
they should be,— i. e. /teat, light, ventilation, drainage, and
sewerage. There are no crying evils, and the buildings and
surroundings will compare favorably with the various homes.
We note the following:—
1st. It is quite impossible, with a very low temperature
in connection, with high winds, always to warm the larger
buildings to a comfortable degree with furnace heat, notwith-
standing the fires are run night and day
;
and possibly this
could not be wholly obviated with steam heat, as there are
individual days when in the large towns schools are ad-
journed for like cause.
2d. During the short and dark days of winter, the rooms
of the High School Building, especially the First Grammar,
suffer inconvenience from insufficient light
;
and, while this
was bettered by alterations two years since, further improve-
ment cannot be had, and the evil will have to be borne.
3d. As to ventilation, the newer houses are well provided,
especially the Grove Street and Franklin. The assembly
room of the High School, which was defective in this respect,
has been cared for during the past year. The Lynde Street
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and Vinton Street are defective, but, with strict attention
on the part of the teachers in opening windows during re-
cesses and physical exercises, are made tolerable.
4th. With the exception of the High and Vinton Street,
the locations of the houses are such as to afford good surface
drainage, and with the latter the sandy nature of the soil is
such as to readily dissipate the rain-fall
;
but, with the High
School, neither the lay of the land nor conditions of the soil
are such as to immediately free it from saturation, although
steps have been taken to prevent the water from the roof
finding its way* into the cellar. With an unusual amount of
rain it may cause some inconvenience
;
still, it cannot remain
long, nor be serious in its consequences.
5th. The most important, and at the same time most
perplexing, question to deal with in this connection, and the
same can be said of the town generally, is how and where to
locate vaults, and how dispose of sewage. There being no
system of sewerage for all, each householder resorts to ex-
pedients. The older buildings are provided with detached
out-door buildings with dry vaults, which, while being an
evil, may be less so than some more modern arrangements.
The Centre and Grove Street buildings, which are provided
with water-closets in the basements, the former with water
vaults and the latter with individual bowls, have been causes
of complaint
;
but during the past summer certain defects
were obviated, and since that time repeated inspection and
the testimony of the teachers discover no cause for complaint.
If the steps taken do not continue efficient, an out-house will
have to be built for the Centre, for which emergency we
have provided in asking for a special contingent in our next
appropriation. With the Franklin, last built, a departure in
furtherance of a better plan has been made, which consists in
combining the advantages of separation and flushing,— dc-
tac/ied water-closets. The success or failure of this may help
to solve existing problems, and aid future building commit-
tees.
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THE NEW SCHOOL-HOUSE AND ITS SCHOOLS.
During the past year there has been built on Franklin
Street, and known as the Franklin, a four-room building,
for the accommodation and requirements of this growing
section of our town.
The.committee having the matter in charge have been
successful in giving you a building both ornamental to the
town and happily adapted to its purposes.
Three schools are at present lodged there, and there is a
spare room for another when organized. Before the consoli-
dation of the Highlands and the two Green Street Schools,
from which these three schools were formed, they were all
mixed schools, containing each two or more grades
;
but in
reorganizing them two were given a single grade,— one
primary and one intermediate,-— while one remains, as before,
a mixed grammar grade, and this may be simplified when
another school is established. To be more explicit: the
Green Street Lower School, by the transfer of the greater
number to the Franklin, and a few to whom it was quite as
convenient to the Centre, was better graded, and the tax-
payers saved about six hundred dollars in one school less.
But this arrangement is not intended to be permanent
;
but,
in justice to residents in the neighborhood, a school for the
younger ones should be re-established at Green Street when
the number of pupils warrant it.
OLD HIGHLANDS BUILDING.
It was a question with your Committee whether or not
this building should continue to be occupied as a school for
the very young pupils living west of the railroad. There
seemed to be reasons for and against it
;
but it was decided,
according to the preferences of those immediately interested,
to abandon it for the more attractive new one.
It will be many years ere it will be necessary to increase
the accommodations for more scholars than are furnished by
10 BEPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
the new building
;
and when overflow does come, a large
part can be turned back to the Green Street building, from
whence it has been diverted.
With this statement of the facts, we submit to you,
whether it would be for the best to dispose of the house and
lot, for which there is little prospective need, and convert
the proceeds into a building where there is present demand.
DEDICATION OF THE NEW SCHOOL-HOUSE.
The following was the order of exercises at the dedication
School-house, Sept. 20, 1884:—
1. Music By the Pupils.
2. Dedicatory Prayer By Rev. J. G. Taylor.
3. Hymn (composed for this occasion) By J. G. Adams, D. D.
[Tune, Webb.]
Great Source of Light and Blessiflg,
This day we come to Thee,
In grateful songs addressing
Thy throne of majesty
;
Thy gracious aid imploring
On waiting servants here,
Who, while Thy name adoring.
Would feel Thy presence near !
In mutual joy we gather
To offer up to Thee
This Science-Temple, Father,
—
Henceforth, we trust, to be
A home of Learning’s graces,
A court where Mind is Might,
One of our fair high-places
Of Wisdom, Truth, and Right.
And while in Art’s own beauty
This noble structure stands.
Be the great work of duty
Done by our faithful hands
;
Work that, by Thine ordaining.
Our youth shall share and bless.
In their own growth and training
For Life and Righteousness.
On this and every nation.
Great God of all, we pray
Let sovereign Education
Open its radiant day;
Till man, from darkness waking
Throughout our earth, shall be
In Wisdom’s guidance, making
His upward steps to Thee.
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4. Delivery of the Keys
By Mr. Joel Snow, Chairman of Building Committee ; acceptance
by Rev. C. Fletcher, Chairman of School Committee.
5. Addresses . By Rev. Messrs. J. G. Taylor and J. G. Adams.
6. Evening Hymn.
7. Benediction.
FELLS.
Through the continued courtesy of Hon. E. W. Con-
verse, we have been permitted, for another year, to occupy
a room in the Fells Chapel building, in consideration of the
fact that the town was to build at the Highlands during this
time, which was of itself a reasonable undertaking for one
year.
How long this indulgence of Mr. Converse will continue,
we are unable to say
;
nor would it be either wise or mag-
nanimous to ascertain by prolonged inaction in the matter
of providing for our own wants. The pupils in this district
increase in numbers month by month, and the present ac-
commodations are nearly taken, and by the time a building
could be erected the present room would be inadequate.
As stated in last year’s report, Mr. Converse invited the
Committee to select a desirable lot for school purposes, and
they designated a spot on Washington Street, hill side, a
short distance north of the factory
;
but, as they had no
authority in the premises, they could take no formal action.
However, at the last November meeting, this authority was
conferred, and action has been taken in accepting the same.
Many children living on Washington Street, now attending
the Vinton and Grove Schools, would be better accommo-
dated at the Fells, in case a two-room building were located
there
;
and this would relieve, to some extent, the present
pressure on those schools.
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NEW SCHOOL.
An addition of one to our number has been made in the
formation of the Centre Intermediate School. This be-
came necessary in order to relieve the others of this grade
from their excess. For the better accommodation of all,
this was located in the Centre Building, and, to make place
for this, the Third Grammar (Miss Barrett’s) was trans-
ferred to Grove Street Building.
THE CENTRE.
That the town of Melrose will have to engage in school-
house building in the immediate future is evident, and an
early recognition of the fact is important.
There has been a large increase in population and pupils
during the past few years, and the increase in school accom-
modations has not been proportionate. A limited increase
of pupils in a town can be cared for by the elasticity (so to
speak) of its several schools, as has been with us
;
but the
limit of accommodation has been reached in several schools,
—notably, the Second, Third, and Fourth Grammar grades.
The natural increase in school population first appears in
the lower grades, and, like an incoming tide, is upward in
its course. Having experienced the ^beginning of its rise
during the past three years, we have established six schools
of lower grades : Primary (2), Intermediate (2), and P'ourth
Grammar (2).
At the beginning of the September term the tide had
come up to the grammar grades
;
and with the increased
accessions that must come next September from below, we
shall have to provide another school for each of the second
and third grammar grades, and, possibly, for a fourth gram-
mar. In brief : the Fells needs two rooms by next Septem-
ber, and the Centre three additional rooms as soon as Sep-
tember, 1886.
Number pupils last term of 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884.
813 892 913 987 1,087
Increase of thirty per cent, in five years.
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TOWN AGENCY FREE TEXT-BOOKS.
For the past two years Miss .Carrie A. Eastman has
acted as agent for the sale of books, at cost prices, under
the auspices of the Board, and in a highly satisfactory
manner.
Under the new law, however, additional and peculiar
duties are involved, which seemed to demand a knowledge
possessed by one familiar with and engaged in every-day
school work
;
and an authority over teachers and pupils and
property inherent in the Board, or one of its members, and
which possibly could not be legally delegated, caused the
selection of one of our members, Mrs. A. K. Miller, for the
performance of these duties. The work is systematized in
the following manner :
—
An open account of all supplies is kept between the
Board and its agent
;
between the agent and the several
teachers
;
and between the teachers and their pupils. The
vouchers of disbursement for the agent are the receipts of
the teachers, which, with the stock on hand, is compared
with the invoice of purchases, and audited by the Board.
The ultimate agents, the teachers, assume as on hand what-
ever they have receipted for, less the amount expended,
—
such as, pens, paper, ink, &c.,—and whatever is from time
to time condemned as worn-out or useless,—as, books, &c.,
which are dropped.
The law referred to makes it obligatory upon the several
towns of the Commonwealth to gratuitously furnish all sup-
plies that are required for use in the school-room. Hereto-
fore this has been optional with the towns, and a number of
towns for several years past have tried the same, and, as
far as we know, have been satisfied with its practical opera-
tions. Undoubtedly, there are many things to be said for
and against the wisdom of this measure. With limited
observation and experience, we will not presume to pass em-
phatically upon it
;
yet, the following are some of its good
features : As the children of the rich and poor alike receive
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this bounty, no child or parent can feel paiLperized, as many
did when books were furnished, as heretofore, only to the
indigent
;
no child can offer, as an excuse for absence or
truancy, that he or she has no book
;
no time is lost at the
beginning of the term for children to provide themselves
with books, which has in the past been equivalent to several
days’ tuition for the whole school. While it directly in-
creases public taxation,^ and imposes a special tax where its
special benefits are not always had, yet it lessens indirect
taxation, or taxation as a whole, in that the aggregate sum
expended is much less
;
because, when books are purchased
and owned by the pupil, the original cost is increased by so
much as the retailer’s profit may be, and the complete utility
of a book is frequently limited to one pupil, where there is
but one in a family, instead of doing duty for two or three
successively, as it can and will, as now owned and controlled.
These are its economic and disciplinary advantages.
As the passage of this law was subsequent to our last
report, no appropriation was asked for, which rendered it
necessary at the September town-meeting to ask for an
appropriation of $2,000, which we had anticipated. As a
complete outfit for every pupil was required, the outlay was
double the amount required for annual expenditure.
TEACHERS — CHANGES.
A number of changes in the corps of teachers have oc-
curred
;
but they were fortunately so timed as to work the
least detriment to the schools.
Five teachers resigned to further their professional inter-
ests : viz.. Miss Ella F. Norris, of Grove Street Intermediate,
in order to further prosecute her studies at Wellesley
;
Miss
C. E. Sewell, of Highlands
;
Miss H. Harden, of Green
Street
;
Miss C. L. Hollis of Upham Street
;
and Miss
Emma Perley (who succeeded Miss Norris),—to accept more
lucrative positions elsewhere. The first three terminated
their connection with the school year, and their successors
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began with new classes! Miss Lena Bracket, Miss Belle
Mitchell, Miss Emma J. Davis, and Miss Alma J. Guptil,
were elected to the above vacancies, in the respective order
named. They are all teachers of experience, and much will
be expected from them. The newly-formed Centre Inter-
mediate was given to Miss Emma L. Randlette, whom the
Committee had in view for some time, and from whom good
things were expected, and have been realized.
The changes in the High ‘School are noted under that
caption.
DRAWING.
For the past ten years this branch of education has been
taught in our schools, to an extent at least to discover where •
natural aptitude is found, and perhaps this is as far as the
genius of our common-school system leads. Where so much
is to be taught, and so many things to be learned, it is of
doubtful propriety to give non-essentials great prominence
or special attention.
MUSIC.
Mr. Whiting still continues in charge of this branch of
instruction with zeal and fidelity. Americans are not pro-
verbially a musical people, and for this reason the cultivation
of the ear and voice of themselves cannot be more success-
fully begun than in our public schools
;
but, aside from this,
it is refining to the sensibilities, promotive of good feeling,
and an aid to discipline. While not originally contemplated
as essential to public instruction, it has become so.
SUPERVISION SUPERINTENDENCE.
What the true interests of the town are in the matter of
supervision is a question that cannot be settled by mere
dictiun. Your committee have never felt, all things con-
sidered, that the time had come when it became their duty
to unqualifiedly recommend the employment of a superin-
tendent.
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As an abstract proposition, immediate superintendence is
a good thing, and good superintendence is an excellence.
With a large number of schools (say fifty), personal oversight
and direction is indispensable for educational and financial
interests. In towns of less than ten thousand inhabitants,
whether it be desirable or otherwise depends upon certain
peculiar conditions of the town in question : whether suffi-
ciently good work is being done under committee supervis-
ion
;
whether the town can afford the outlay (and it can, if it
must); and whether the probabilities of better results suffi-
ciently outweigh possibilities of less favorable ones.
The latter contingency depends upon the endowments of
the man selected. Many towns in the Commonwealth have
employed superintendents to their great satisfaction
;
others,
less emphatically so; while not a few, after years of trial
and for competent reasons, have returned to Committee
supervision. If attainments, aptitude, and experience are
found in the one man, his administration will be a success.
But these attributes may not be found in one who is both
a prime scholar and teacher.
It is said, however questionable it may be, that poets are
born and orators made
;
and while the ideal superintendent
need be neither a poet nor an orator, yet it is a prerequisite
that he be both born and made. The town is growing, the
schools are increasing, and the work and responsibility of
your Committee yearly enlarges
;
and how long you will be
able to enlist citizens in this work, with even its present
demands on time, and how satisfactory may be their con-
duct of affairs, are questions to be weighed, now and
hereafter, in determining the question of supervision and
superintendence.
DISCIPLINE.
The matter of discipline caused but little concern during
the year. Some violations of the rules have occurred
;
but these have been satisfactorily dealt with by the teach-
ers without resorting to severe measures, and no grave
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infractions of rules have necessitated action by the Board.
Corporal punishment is, as a rule, the resort of an incom-
petent teacher
;
yet there are cases arising when this mode
of action is the only alternative to expulsion, and of the two
to be preferred : as there may and do occur instances of
obscene language and conduct when an heroic remedy is
called for, and here the conventional birch (Solomon’s rod.^)
will be found to retain its pristine virtues, heedless of time
and sentiment. The government of a school must be posi-
tive and efficie7it.
PARENTAL VISITATION.
As a matter of business, every man should know from
personal investigation, from time to time, what his agents
are doing, In the ordinary affairs of life this is done
;
but
in the more important interests of education he is content to
delegate his authority, unquestioned except perhaps in town-
meeting, to others. And this applies not only to those who
have a general concern, but to parents, who have special and
vital interests involved. At all times parents are welcomed
by teachers
;
but, in order to promote visitation, a particular
day in each month has been set apart, hoping thereby that
parents might feel increased obligations, but without success.
Much assistance can be given a teacher, in dealing with so
many children of various habits and dispositions, if previously
acquainted by the parent with many little things regarding
the child. And when anything unsatisfactory occurs between
teacher and pupil, with what ease, generally, it can be ad-
justed by the parent going directly to the teacher, rather
than coming to the Committee with one side of a story.
TEACHING.
Good teachers are a sine qua non to a good school. Ex-
ternal agencies supplement them only. Goldsmith’s village
schoolmaster “could read and cypher too,” and withal may
have been something of a teacher. The world was not full
of perfect teachers then,— nor is it now
;
for, when we are in
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want of one,, we find it so. Professor Tyndall said, in a
clever speech, lately, that in his youth, while master in
Oueenwood College, he learned by practical experience that
two factors went to the formation of a teacher.
In regard to knowledge, he must, of course, be master of his
work. But knowledge was not all. There might be knowledge
without power,— the ability to inform without the ability to stimu-
late. Both went together in the true teacher. A power of char-
acter must underlie and enforce the work of the intellect. There
were men who could so rouse and energize their pupils— so call
forth their strength and the pleasure of its exercise— as to make
the hardest work agreeable. Without this power it was question-
able whether the teacher could ever really enjoy his vocation,
—
with it he did not know a higher, nobler, and more blessed calling
than that of the man who, scorning the cramming so prevalent in
our day, converted the knowledge he imparted into a lever to lift,
exercise, and strengthen the growing minds committed to his
care.
These are sentences which should be weighed by all who
propose to become teachers. Not until the world of in-
struction is filled with such teachers will the profession take
the rank which it ought to occupy.
FIRST GRAMMAR.
For the past four years this school has been in charge of
Miss Fairbanks, and, to those who have been wisely fortunate
in availing themselves of privileged visits, it speaks for itself.
With many scholars this ’is the end of school life. This is
necessarily so with some, as the circumstances of home will
not suffer continued expenditure of means, nor allow of longer
absence from bread-winning. With others, those who have
lesser abilities and ambitions, longer continuance at school
is of questionable value. The requirements of this grade
are up to those of the high-school grades in many parts of
the country, and the course of study so selected as to give a
good practical equipment for life. With the parents of a few,
the question of a high-school course has turned, in the weigh-
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ing of possibilities, on the outlay for books. Now, with the
gratuitous supply of these, some will attain this object that
in the past would not. Your Committee are entirely satisfied
that they have vigorous teaching in this school, and are as-
sured that no more work or better teaching is accomplished
anywhere than in this grade and school.
GRADUATES OF FIRST GRAMMAR SCHOOL.
Ju?ie 27, 1884.
Minnie E. Backer.
John T. Barker.
Francis N. Bemis.
Charlotte Bennett.
Marion E. Bradbury.
Nellie R. Bradbury.
Alexander C. Burke.
Cornelius S. Casey.
Frank W. Chapman.
Charles W. Coburn.
Stephen P. Collegan.
Esther L. Copeland.
Mary Bertha Corson.
Lillie S. Crocker.
Cecilia Coyle.
Josephine E. Dempsey.
Ernest W. Emery.
Hattie Delia Field.
Albert M. French.
Walter S. Gibbons.
Helen I. Gordon.
Edith G. Hocking.
Frank B. Holmes.
Blanche S. Jacobs.
Henry V. Jamison.
John J. Keating.
Clara B. Leavitt.
Charles H. Lerned.
Sarah A. Maclachlan.
Sarah J. Martin.
Alice L. McIntyre.
Wilbur DeLoss Merrill.
Daisy Morse.
Lillian K. Morse.
Alfred E. Norris.
Eliza G. Peakes.
Alvah L. Pemberton.
Edward P. Phillips.
William E. Plummer.
James L. Riley.
Nellie C. Rorke.
Henry A. Small.
Edward H. Stephens.
Mabel Stephens.
Warren A. Stone.
John H. Tapley.
Edith A. Terrill.
Annie Whelden.
Isabelle Whowell.
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HIGH SCHOOL.
For a full decade of years this institution has been under
the tuition of Mr. Whitman and his efficient ally, Miss Bug-
bee, as Principal and Assistant (in fact, Associate Principal),
to the continued satisfaction of all interested, — pupils,
parents, and Committee. With the Christmas vacation the
services of Miss Bugbee terminated by resignation, and
while to the optimist the plan of compensation associates
gain and loss, yet less philosophic minds cannot offset the
loss of the multitude by the gain of one— or two. In look-
ing back to the promoter cause of the fruits of this ten
years’ tillage, it can be said, modestly and truthfully, by and
of her: “Quorum magna pars fui (fuit).” Miss B. pos-
sessed in an eminent degree the essential attributes of an
educator of youth, — earnestness of purpose, enthusiastic
love of the work, natural gifts and acquirements, and a
method of teaching based on a knowledge of human facul-
ties. The relations she held to the school were not inci-
dental to her as a teacher of special branches, but came to
the individual by reason of peculiar merit. There has never
been any designated First or Second Assistant in our High
School
;
but there always will be a particular assistant, who
will assume control in absence of the Principal, by desig-
nation of the Principal or Committee.
Neither is there any arbitrary arrangement of branches
to be taught by a particular teacher, but a rearrangement
will be made when for the best interests of the school. The
vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Bugbee was filled
by the appointment of one of our own townswomen. Miss
Clarimond Mansfield, who, while she has had limited expe-
rience in actual school work, has energy, enthusiasm, and
undoubted attainments.
In November, Miss Annette Clark, by reason of impaired
health, was obliged to ask for a leave of absence for the
remainder of the school year, which was granted, and Miss
Hattie Ricker, another of our own, was appointed ad interim.
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Miss Ricker has had several years’ experience in the work,
and gives successful promise here.
The past doubts of many as to the legitimacy of the
High School in the plan of public instruction are now
entertained by the few
;
and that it has a mission, and an
important one, in the grand scheme of republican govern-
ment, is held by the wise legislators of the Commonwealth.
High schools should not be viewed as supplementary to
grammar schools, but as schools of secondary instruction in
that which directs to a successful individual life,— the har-
monious development of the whole man.
To what extent these results are attained or fall short,
turns not on the system as a fact, but on the character of its
administration. The wise agriculturist is he who plows deep
and broad for a yearly increasing harvest. The wise in-
structor looks less to present eclat than to ultimate achieve-
ments,— aims rather to the training of the faculties for self-
acquisition than for present effect
;
realizes that the greater
world lies outside of school walls, where flowers go on to
fruiting. The after history of the Melrose High School
graduates, whether in normal schools, art schools, or col-
leges, speaks eloquently either of their endowments or past
instruction, or both. Naturally, however, their .preparatory
training gets more or less of the glory.
Graduates.
*Sarah a. Burns.
^Ltda a. Chute.
Nellie C. Dempsey.
Adelaide Frentz.
Helen G. Harris.
G. Lilian Jones.
Etta P. Merrill.
Louie H. Orcutt.
Herbert L. Bowdoin.
*Grant Drake.
*Fred E. Ellis.
^Charles S. Libby.
fWiLLiAM H. Preble.
Edward B. Walter.
Arthur H. Whittemore.
* English Course.
Not marked. Classical Course.
t College Course.
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ABECEDARIANS.
The primary school of to-day is an enjoyable affair,
—
paradoxical as this may seem to those who hold to the pre-
vailing tenets, or cherish the experiences, of a generation
past. The “little tyrant of village school ” has played his
little part, and passed away forever from the scenes of his
triumph, and with him the sentiment that any.one can teach
the A, B, C’s. The present excellence of primary teachers
comprehends the virtues of love, gentleness, firmness, and
large enthusiasm, together with grace of speech and manner
and person,— in short, personal teaching. Pleasure and
instruction go hand-in-hand, and each is the gainer. And
this, too, increases healthy physical development without
taking the child out of the innocence of the childish sphere
of imagination and affection
;
and, withal, lengthens the
term of harmonious infancy. Illustrative of the happy effects
of right infant teaching, we do not hesitate to bespeak an
examination of the schools in charge of the three teachers
senior in our service
;
viz., Miss Lewis, Mrs. Dermot, and
Miss Hersey.
CONCLUSION.
Your Committee have aimed to keep fairly abreast of
what they have considered true progress toward better edu-
cational work
;
erring, perhaps, in the conservative accept-
ance of established worth, rather than in the enthusiastic
pursuit of ideal methods, that might or might not be of more
ultimate value.
Rapidly changing social and industrial conditions pre-
vail
;
yet our schools remain comparatively fixed. There
have been as yet no Arcana unfolded : no royal road, or even
short cut, to knowledge has been discovered. The way, at
least, is democratic, and the same as of old, and is ever to be
the same beaten path, with points of attrition smoothened, the
mechanism of its system more nicely adjusted, and its bear-
ings lubricated,—and that is about all. A maximum of
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teachings with a minimum of studying, will never make a
scholar. Thinking and reasoning and inventing and con-
structing are the prime factors in mental development.
There are tendencies in educational affairs toward experi-
mentation in new departures,—the pursuit of the 7iew to the
neglect of the old,—the letting go of that which has stood
the test of tircie to seize some alluring phantom, that may
melt in the very grasp. The safe processes of evolution
have been set aside for speedy results of revolution. It is
possible that the limit has been nearly reached where
extraneous aids to education practically avail to mental
achievement. It is also probable that the natural powers of
the pupil are often stunted from want of wholesome exer-
cise, uncalled for by officious efforts toward a reduction of
the art of teaching to a science. This undoubtedly obtains
in much of the educational literature outside of the schools,
in the way of the profuse illustration that is proffered and
demanded, to the prejudice of the inventive and constructive
faculties, which are dormant through passive pleasure. The
taste is being gratified and improved, and the eye educated
;
but at the expense and to the disparagement of other senses
and faculties.
In holding fast to that which we deemed good, we may
at times see, retrospectively, that we might have sooner
adopted what has subsequently seemed necessary and for
the best, and we may at the same time have avoided errors
of fact less reparable.
However, in all things your Committee have acted in
harmony and with unanimity, and have endeavored to make
our schools the best they could with the means at their
command.
JULIUS S. CLARK,
Chairman.
I
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CORPS OF TEACHERS.
Names. Schools. Date of
Election.
Sala-
ries.
‘NTovemLer, 1874 $1,600
A ngust, 1 880 550
Dee.ember, 1884. 550
Harriett C. Fairbanks First Grammar, Principal... November, 1880 .... 800
Charlotte Bishop First Grammar, Assistant... September, 1882 500
T.iicy W. Bisbee Sec. Grammar, Emerson St. May, 1867 550
Alice Maud Swett Sec. Grammar Centre School December 1882 550
Susan D. Meleber Third Gram’r, Emerson St.
.
May, 1 87.8 550
Helen J. Barrett Third Gram’r, Grove St December, 1882 .... 550
Lydia Mendum Third and Fourth Grammar,
Franklin School IVnyemlie.r 1874.. 525
Mary A. George Fourth Gram., Cent. School. May, 1880 500
Kate W. Bascom Fourth Grammar, Grove St. September, 1878 500
Lena Bracket Intermediate, Grove St .fTcinn^ry 1 450
Alice H. Long Intermediate, Vinton St S6pt6iiil)6rj 1877.... 475
Efhe C. Sweetser Intermediate, Lynde St September, 1882 450
Emma L. Randlette Intermediate, Centre School, September, 1884 450
Belle Mitchell Intei-mediate, Frank’n Sch’l. September, 1883 450
Hannah F. Lewis Primary, Centre Sebool TVTorp.Vi 1 500
Lucy F. Dermot Primary, Vinton St April, 1880 500
Mary A. Hersey Priniarv. Grove St August, 1883 ........ 450
Lillie J. Davis Primary, Franklin School. .
.
September, 1884 450
Mary E. Whitcomb Primary. Lynde St December, 1883. .... 400
Alma J. Guptil TTpha.m Street ('mi'sred'l DecembeiA 1884.... 450
Hannah Gibbons Converse
,
Fells (mixed) .... Deoember, 1 88.8 400
Charles E. Whiting Mnsie. Te.a.e.ber September, 1879.... 350
W. F. Wentworth P.loention Te.ae.lier September, 1884
1
100
* Miss Hattie Ricker present substitute teacher.
JANITORS.
High Scliool Building, Frank McLaughlin $300
Centre School Building, Charles T. Stevens 175
Grove Street Building, Charles F. Valentine 175
Franklin School Building, Charles H. Fuller 150
Lynde Street Building, Wm. F. Serratt 100
Vinton Street Building, Anthony A. Rich 100
Upham Street School, Eri Upham 60
Converse School, Joseph Emerson 50
$1,110
Frank McLaughlin.
TRUANT OFFICERS.
Charles T. Stevens. Charles II. Fuller.
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES.
First Class.
Myrtie J. Bowker.
M. Lizzie Bowker.
Minnie W. Cass.
Mary E. Cochrane.
Mary M. Dempsey.
S. W. Dempsey.
Nellie O. French.
Gertrude M. Goss.
Lizzie F. Stratton.
Frank C. Albee.
Wilbur F. Beale.
Edwin C. Cragin.
Edmond E. Fernald.
Harry H. Hunt.
Gardner I. Jones.
L. Henry Kunhardt.
Second Class.
Annie A. L. Fox.
Florence M. Lerned.
Marion K. Norris.
Carrie D. Vinton.
Lyman W. Cleaveland.
William
George E. Fenn.
George H. Hardy.
Arthur L. Jacobs.
D. Ross. Lecraw.
Herbert S. Manley.
H. Woodman.
Third
Edith L. Burlen.
Laura L. Cass.
Gertrude Day.
Alma F. 'Field.
E. Gertrude Furber.
Rosa May Gibbons.
Callie H. Hayward.
Gertrude R. Hesseltine.
Carrie L. Lavender.
Nellie W. Lynde.
Hattie E. Meleney.
Grace C. Richards.
Carrie H. Roberts.
Bertha S. Shepard.
Virginia L. Webster.
Edward F. Blanchard.
Fred P. Bowden.
Alfred D.
Class.
Albert Bryant.
Edwin H. Crosby.
Allen R. Gibbons.
R. Henry Harris.
George W. Haskell.
Win. E. Keating.
Frank A. Ingersoll.
Frank W. Lynde.
James W. Grady.
George B. Ellis.
Edward R. Maker.
K. W. Mansfield.
John Philpot.
Ernest A. Remond.
H. G. Ripley.
W. W. Robbins.
Robert W. Williams.
V’oodman.
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Fourth Class.
Minnie E. Backer.
Charlotte Bennett.
Nellie Roberts Bradbury.
Esther Louise Copeland.
M. B. Corson.
Lily S. Crocker.
E. Josephine Dempsey.
Hattie Delia Field.
Cora B. Fox.
Helen Isabella Gordon.
Gertrude H. Hillman.
Edith H. Hocking.
Blanche Sanborn Jacobs.
Louisa Jones.
Clara Belle Leavitt.
S. Josephine Martin.
Daisy Morse.
Nellie C. Rorke.
Edith A. Tirrell.
Wilbur
Annie Whelden.
Harry P. Allen.
J. F. Barker.
Frank W. Chapman.
Charles W. Coburn.
Ernest Emery.
Albert M. French.
Walter Scott Gibbons.
Frank B. Holmes.
Henry Verner Jamison.
John J. Keating.
Charles Henry Lerned.
Alfred Edson Norris.
Alvah L. Pemberton.
Edward P. F. Phillips.
James L. Riley.
Fritz H. Small.
Harry Augustus Small.
Edward H. Stevens.
.. Stone.
Whole number of scholars in the English Course,
“ “ “ “ “
“ Classical “
u u u u u u College
Including those contemplating it,
Not in regular course, . . .
34 -
52.
13-
4 -
28 APPENDIX.
ORDER OF SCHOOL EXERCISES.
December, 1884.
Monday.
Mr. Whitman. Miss Mansfield. Miss Ricker.
I St hour. 1st Class, Virgil. 2d, Anabasis. 4th, Drawing.
2d “ 3d& 4th, Civil Gov’t. 1st & 3d, Greek. 2d, Literature.
3d 4th, Algebra. 2d, Sallust. 3d, Caesar.
4th a 2d & 3d, Physics. 4th, English. ist, Literature.
5th a 3d, Algebra. 4th, Rhetoric. 1st, French. .
Tuesday.
1st hour. 1st, Geology. 2d, Sallust. 3d, Caesar.
2d a 4th, Algebra. 2d, Anabasis. ist, French,
3d
u 3d, Algebra. ist, Homer. 4th, English History
4th a 2d, Geometry. 3d, Greek, 1st, Eng. Literature.
5th 3d & 4th, Civil Gov’t. 4th, Latin. 2d, French.
Wednesday.
1st hour. ist, Virgil. 2d, Latin Composition. 4th, Eng. Literature.
2d 4th, Algebra. 2d, Anabasis. 2d, French.
3d 3d, Algebra. 1st, Greek. 1st, French.
4th (i ist. Geology, 4th, Latin. 3d, Rhetoric.
5th
. . Music.
Thursday.
1st hour. 1st, Virgil, 2d, Sallust. 3d, Caesar.
2d 3d & 4th, Civil Gov’t. ist, Homer. 2d, French,
3d
“ 2d & 3d, Physics. 3d, Greek. 4th, Eng, Literature.
4th 3d, Algebra
.
4th, Latin. 2d, Eng. Literature.
5th Elocution.
Friday.
ist hour. ist, Virgil. 2d, Sallust. 3d, Caesar.
2d u 3d & 4th, Civil Gov’t. 4th, Latin. 2d, French.
3d 4th, Algebra. ist & 3d, Greek. 3d, Rhetoric.
4th a 2d, Geometry. 4th, Rhetoric. 1st, Eng. Literature.
5th ist. Geology. 2d, Anabasis, 4th, Drawing.
Recess of 20 minutes between 3 and 4 hours, and one of 10 minutes
between 4 and 5.
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ORDER OF EXERCISES,
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING CLASS.,
Town Hall, Friday Evening, June 27th, 1884.
Part I.
Part Song
—
“Phoebus,” Barnby.
Declamation— Phillips on Disunion,
Herbert L. Bowden.
Essay— Jew of Shakespeare and Scott.
Etta P. Merrill.
Essay— The Self-made Man.
' Charles S. Libby.
Quartette — “ Spring Song,” Pinsuti.
Misses Bowker and Chute, Messrs. Cleveland and Preble.
Essay— Self Culture.
Fred E. Ellis.
Recitation,
Louie H. Orcutt.
Recitation— “ How the Old Horse Won the Bet.”
Edward B. Walter.
Solo and Chorus— “ Here in Cool Grot,”
Solo by Miss H. G. Harris.
Class Chronicles.
Grant Drake.
Kate Shelly.
C. E. Whiting.
Part II.
Essay— Hidden Gems.
Helen G. Harris.
Essay— Different Modes of Living.
Sarah A. Burns.
Quartette
—
“ God Ever is Good,” Koschat.
Misses Cochrane and Cass, Messrs. Whittemore and Beale.
Recitation—A Medley.
G. Lilian Jones.
Essay— Honesty.
Nellie C. Dempsey.
Essay— Electricity.
Arthur H. Whittemore.
Class Song— “ Sancta Maria,” Meyerbeer.
By the Graduating Class.
Class Prophecy.
Lida A. Chute.
Essay, with Valedictory— Old Age.
Adelaide Frentz.
Part Song— “ Come, Gentle May,” Webb.
AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS.
This programme is arranged according to rank, from lowest to highest.
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FRANKLIN FRATERNITY.
Prizes for 1885 .
The prizes of the Franklin Fraternity are as follows :
—
Two prizes for excellence in English Literature and Composi-
tion. One prize in Algebra to Affected Quadratic Equations. One
prize in Plane Geometry. These examinations are to be held
in April.
One prize is offered by Rev. A. G. Bale for the best essay
upon the following subject :
—
“ Learning and Living, or Truth and Light.”
Mr. J. O. Norris offers one prize for the best result in Natural
History or Physical Science,— the conditions and results to be
determined by the teachers.
The last two prizes will be awarded at the close of the school
year.
The following were the recipients of the prizes of 1884 :
Adelaide Frentz,
ist prize, excellence in English Literature and Composition.
Wilbur F. Beale,
2d prize, excellence in English Literature and Composition.
Arthur L. Jacobs,
ist prize, excellence in Geometry.
David Ross Lecraw,
2d prize, excellence in Geometry.
Edwin I. Blanchard,
ist prize, excellence in Algebra.
Marion K. Norris, |
David H. Woodman, j
Honorable mention, excellence in Geometry.
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Table of Statisticsfor the Year ending December gi, 1884.
SCHOOLS.
Maximum
number
from
Jan.
1
to
July
1.
Average
attendance
dur
-
ing
same
time.
Maximum
number
from
Sept.
1
to
Dec.
31.
Average
attendance
dur-
ing
same
time.
Number
of
Pupils,
Jan.
1,
1885.
Per
cent,
of
attendance
for
the
year.
1
Yrs.
1
Average
age
Dec.
CO
O 1Age
by
Grades.
HIGH, First Class 15 14.1 18 16.8 17 95.9 16 10
Second Class 15 14.5 11 10.9 11 97.5 16 7 16.7
Third Class 22 20. 36 34.8 36 96.8 16 1
Fourth Class 41 37.3 43 37.9 39 96.5 15 1
Totals 93 85.9 108 100.4 103 96.6 15 8
First Grammar 84 77.3 75 68. 75 94. 14 4 14.4
Second “ Emerson St. 43 37.5 48 42. 45 90.6 13 4
jl3.2
“ “ Centre 39 33.7 50 45. 48 93. 13 2
Third “ Emerson St. 56 43. 55 48.5 52 89.8 12 6
]
“ “ Grove St... 47 40.5 54 47.8 49 93.2 12 6 K2.5
(3d 20 17.3 23 19.3 22 93.7 12 2 j
Mixed “ Franklin](4h 26 22.3 34 28.7 31 91.5 11 1
]
Fourth “ Centre— 29 26. 46 43. 46 92. 11 4 111.4
Fourth, Grove Street 47 40. 51 43. 49 94. 11 6 1
Intermediate, Grove Street. 53 45.1 40 34.2 40 90.7 9 3
“ LyndeSt.... 51 42.1 37 31. 36 90. 9 4
‘
‘ Centre — — 40 34.3 38 95.7 8 8 - 9.2
“ Vinton St... 35 31.6 44 38.6 42 93.3 9 6
“ Franklin — — 46 38.5 44 92.6 9 2
Primary, Centre 48 39.4 54 41. 52 91. 6 6
“ Grove Street 51 37.7 56 46.5 54 92. 6 7
“ Vinton Street
—
51 48. 56 48. 56 91.3 6 9 - 6.9
“ Lynde Street 38 31.2 40 31,4 38 90.3 7 3
“ Franklin — — 50 43. 47 86. 6 6
Mixed, Upham Street — — 38 28.5 31 89.2 8 1
1
8.4
“ Converse 31 21.4 42 30.7 41 84.2 8 7
Aggregate 1087 932.4 1039 91.6
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Number Pupils Attending Last Term of the Year,
from i8y^ to 1884, inclusive.
GRADES. ’75. ’76. ’77. ’78. ’79, ’80. ’81. ’82. ’83. ’84.
High 74 88 86 93 100 88 102 93 99 108
First Gram 53 53 42 81 61 64 67 81 89 75
Second “ 49 65 84 75 90 97 99 95 89 98
Third “ 94 104 112 117 124 117 123 99 129 132
All other 436 432 425 439 437 446 501 545 581 675
Total 706 742 746 805 812 813 892 913 987 1087
No. Teachers 16 16 17 19 19 19 20 21 . 23 24
Special Instructors
1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
Total outlay S 16,389 15,734 14,682 10,851
(10 mo)
13,705 13,568 14,189 16,436 16,981
Cost per i)upil S 23.20 21.20 19.48 16.17 16.87 16.66 15.75 18.00 17.20
Miscellaneous Data of Neighboring Towns Compared,
from Reports of 1882.
Melrose. Malden. Wakefield. Winchester.
Stoneham.
Woburn.
No. Pupils in High Schools 112 180 68 60 62 145
No. Inhabitants to one H. S. Pupil 50 68 100 69 64 77
No, Puihls to a Teacher 43.7 37.3 41 34.5 35.3 38.8
Per cent, attendance in all Schools 93 89 88 90 91 91
The upper table gives at a glance the progress of our schools in various
grades, and shows an increase of 381, or 35 per cent., in 10 years. The lower
table compares us with our neighbors, and the towns are not selected for this
special showing. However, Melrose leads in desired results: proportionately
more pupils; more pupils to a teacher; better attendance.
APPENDIX. 33
AN ACT.
To furnish Free- Text Books to the Pupils of the Public Schools.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, snd by the authority of the same, as follows :—
Section i. The School Committee of every city and town shall purchase,
at the expense of said city or town, text-books and other school supplies used
in the public schools, and said text-books and supplies shall be loaned to the
pupils in said public schools, free of charge, subject to such rules and regula-
tions as to care and custody as the School Committee may prescribe.
Sec. 2. Pupils supplied with text-books at the time of the passage of this
Act shall not be supplied with similar books by the Committee until needed.
Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect upon the first day of August, 1884.
AGENT’S REPORT.
To THE School Committee of Melrose : I hereby submit
a Report of all School Supplies received, issued, and on hand
from September ist to December 31st, 1884.
Dr.
Value of Text-Books received from Miss Eastman
. $137 10
Text-Books purchased from Sept, ist to Dec. 31st, ’84 1,477 ^2
Supplies, other than Text-Books, received from Miss
Eastman ........ 5^ 05
Supplies, other than Text-Books, purchased from Sept.
to Dec. 31st . . . . . . .
. 496 63
Total to be accounted for . .
. $2,167
Cr.
Value of Text-Books in hands of pupils (issued) .
. $1,530 80
Supplies, other than Text-Books, expended and dropped 312 05
Text-Books in Stock . . . . . . . 140 17
Supplies, other than Text-Books, in Stock . . . 184 58
$2,167 60
Value of all Supplies on hand . . . .
. $324 75
A. K. MILLER, Agent.
Melrose, Jan. ist, 1885.
By request of the School Board, I have examined the books and accounts
kept by Mrs. A. K. Miller, containing a record of all Text-Books and School
Supplies purchased and charged to the several schools, also stock on hand, and
find them to be correct. • T. W. Ripley.
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The following is a copy of an Order of Exercises for-
merly used in the High School. No date is attached.
ORDER OF EXERCISES.
MORNING.
Principal's Room. Assistanls Room.
Reading the Testament.
Arithmetic, ist. Arithmetic, 4th.
History, 3d. Arithmetic, 4th.
Recess.
,
History^, 2d. Grammar, 4th.
Geometry, ist. Latin, 3d.
AFTERNOON.
Writing.
Greek, 2d. History, 4th.
Latin, ist. Arithmetic, 3d.
WEDNESDAY. SATURD.AY.
Reading, Spelling. Gomposition, Drawing.
Drawing. Declamation, Spelling.
SPECIAL COMMITTEES FOR THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS.
SCHOOLS. COMMITTEE.
High Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Adams, Mr. Fletcher.
First Grammar “ Adams, “ Fletcher.
Second & Third Grammar, Emerson St. “ Miller, • “ Ripley.
Schools of Centre Building “ Miller, “ Clark.
“
“ Grove St. “ . .
‘
“ Bradbury. “ Fletcher.
“
“ Franklin “ . . . “ Adams, “ Ripley.
“
“ Lynde St. “ . “ Bradbury, “ Clark.
“
“ Vinton St. “ . . “ Adams, “ Ripley.
Converse School..... “ Bradbury, “ Clark.
Upham St. School .... Mr. Fletcher, “ Clark.
Supply-day for schools, every day during first week of Fall Term, at 1 1 a. m.,
and each Tuesday during the rest of the school year.
Regular meeting of School Board, second and fourth Tuesdays of each
month, at 4.30 p. m.
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SCHOOL REGULATIONS.
I. The school 3’ear shall consist of forty weeks, beginning the
first Monday in September.
II. The following holida3’s and vacations shall be granted
:
Evciy Satnrda}', New Year’s, Washington’s Birthda}^, Fast, Me-
morial, Bunker Hill, Independence, Thanksgiving and Christmas
Days, and no other da}" unless by written permission of the Chair-
man of the School Committee.
Vacations
:
Christmas week
;
the Friday after Thanksgiving
;
one week, beginning the third Monday in February
;
one week,
beginning the fourth Monda}" in April. From close of summer
term to first Monda}" in September.
III. The dail}" session of the High School shall begin at 8
o’clock A.M., and close at 1 o’clock p.m. There shall be two
recesses,— one of twenty minutes, the other of ten minutes.
The hours for keeping school, except the High School, shall be
from 9 o’clock a.m. until 12 m., with a recess of twent}" minutes
;
and from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m., with a recess of ten minutes in Pri-
mary and Intermediate Schools. No variation from these hours
shall be allowed without the express permission of the Committee.
IV. In case of storm}" weather, when, in the judgment of the
Committee, it shall be thought proper to omit the forenoon session
for all schools, the bell will be rung at 7.45
;
but if the ringing
of the bell is delayed to 8.15, the High, First, Second, and Third
Grammar grades will not be affected. When afternoon sessions are
to be omitted on account of inclement weather, the bell will be rung
at 11.45, but all schools of grammar grade will continue in ses-
sion until 1 P.M.
V. Teachers shall be in their school-rooms fifteen minutes
before the opening of the schools, admitting pupils, beginning
promptly at the hours specified.
VI. Teachers shall hear all recitations.
VII. Teachers are not to absent themselves from school, or
procure substitutes, without the consent of the Committee. All
such absences are to be distinctly recorded in the school-registers,
and the Chairman notified of any unavoidable violation of this rule.
But, for the purpose of observing modes of discipline and instriic-
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tion, teachers may visit other schools to the extent of one half-day
each term, at such times as may be arranged between them and
the sub-committee of the respective schools. Substitutes will
receive from the teachers for whom the}’ substitute five-sevenths
of their salary.
VIII. Teachers are required to report all damages to school
property, unless repairs are immediately made at the expense
of parent or guardian.
IX. Teachers shall not detain pupils after the close of the
morning session.
X. Teachers may temporarily suspend pupils for violent or
pointed opposition to authority, informing the parent or guardian
and the Committee at once of such suspension, and the reason
therefor.
XI. “The several school-teachers shall faithfully keep the reg-
isters furnished to them, and make due return thereof to the
School Committee
;
and no teacher shall be entitled to receive
payment for services until the register, properly filled up and com-
2)leted, shall be so returned.” * A fortnight’s notice required of
resignations, except in case of sickness.
XII. It shall be the duty of the teacher to report at once, in
writing, to the Chairman of Committee, every case of corporal pun-
ishment
;
which report shall state the name and age of the pupil,
the amount of punishment, and the reason for its infliction.
XIII. It shall be the duty of all the teachers to give vigilant
attention to the ventilation and temperature of their school-rooms.
XIV. No teacher shall contract a bill for repairs on any school
buildings, furniture, or grounds, or purchase any article to be
charged to the Town.
XV. In case of absence, tardiness, or dismissal before the
close of the session, a written excuse from the parent or guardian
shall be required. The younger classes in Primary Schools are to
be dismissed at recess. All cases of habitual truancy shall be
reported to the Committee.
XVI. No pupil shall be admitted to any public school without
a permit from some one of the Committee, who will require satis-
factory evidence that the child is five years of age, and has been
vaccinated
;
and no pupil will be admitted to any of the l^rimary
Schools except during the first two weeks of each term, unless
qualified to enter existing classes.
* Revised Statutes.
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XVII. No pupil will be allowed to attend school while any
member of their household is sick with small-pox, diphtheria, or
scarlet fever, or during a period of two weeks from the death,
recovery, or removal of such sick person.
XVIII. Pupils absent one month, except on account of sick-
ness, shall be considered new pupils, liable to lose their connec-
tion with their class, and needing on their return a permit from
the Committee.
XIX. No non-resident child, nor one who has only a tempo-
rary residence in the town, shall be received or retained in any
school, except with the consent of the School Committee, who
may require parent or guardian of such child to pay the average
cost per scholar in such school, for the time the child is instructed
there.
XX. Pupils guilty of defacing or injuring school-houses, school
furniture, out-buildings, fences, or school property in general, shall
be subject to such penalty as the statute, prescribes or the Com-
mittee deem proper.
XXL Pupils are not allowed in school yards after school hours,
or during vacations or holidays
;
are not allowed in other school
3^ards than thair own at any time, unless sent with messages. No
pupil shall be permitted to leave the school yard at recess, except
with permission of the teacher.
XXII. No wares or amusements shall be advertised in any of
the schools without the consent of the Committee.
XXiri. Teachers shall read to the pupils, at such times as
the}^ deem expedient, any or all of the foregoing Rules and Regu-
lations. •
XXIV. The duties of the several janitors shall be to sweep
and dust each schoolroom and entry twice every week ; wash the
floors and windows during each of the vacations of May and
November
;
clean and wash all out-buildings as often as neces-
sary
;
wash the blackboards each week ; keep steps and paths
free from snow in winter
;
3'ards, free from tall grass, weeds, and
litter
;
close gates when schools are not in session
;
report to
teachers or- Committee all injuries to property'
;
prepare and put
in the coal and wood, and practice rigid econom}' in its use, and
have a general oversight t)f the buildings in their care. No extra
pay for any of the above services.
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Janitors shall not contract a bill for repairs on any of the school
buildings, furniture, or grounds
;
or make an}’ purchase of any
article to be charged to the town, unless authorized by the
Committee.
XXV. When a pupil does not attain the required per cent,
for promotion, by reason of sickness, unavoidable absence, or
other causes requiring consideration, the circumstances will be
reported by the teacher, to be passed upon b}’ the Committee.
XXVI. The Supph’ Agent shall be at the Committee rooms
each day of the first week of Fall Term, and each Tucsda}’
during term time throughout the 3’ear, from 11 to 12 m.
The Agent’s duties are : To keep a correct account of books
and supplies received, issued, and on hand, and to have such
account open at all times to the inspection and for the information
of the Committee.
In January and June of each 3’ear, to make a thorough inspec-
tion of the books in hands of pupils of the several schools, in
order to promote the care of the same
;
to advise with teachers on
the subject, and report whatever ma}’ be necessar}’ to the Com-
mittee for their action or information.
To adjudge damage in case of gross carelessness or wanton
destruction of books, to the end that parents shall make restitu-
tion in such cases.
To perform such other duties as from time to time the Board
may find necessaiy.
WARRANT
FOR
MARCH 2, 1885.
WARRANT.
To either of the Constables of the Town of Melrose, in the County
of Middlesex : GREETING.
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are
hereby required to notify the Inhabitants of the Town of Melrose,
qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs, to meet at the Town
Hall on Monday, the second day of March, A. D. 1885, at 7 o’clock,
A. M., then and there to act upon the following Articles, viz. :
1. To choose a Moderator.
2. To bring in their votes on one ballot for Selectmen, Town
Clerk, Town Treasurer, Collector of I'axes, Assessors, two Water Com-
missioners, one for three years, one for two years, 'Library lAustees,
Highway Surveyor or Surveyors, Water Loan Sinking Fund Commis-
sioner for three years, three Auditors, two School Committee for three
years, and Constables. Upon a separate ballot to bring in their votes
in answer to the question, “ Shall license be granted for the sale of
intoxicating licjuors iii this town?” Form of ballots to be “Yes”
or “ No.”
3. 'Fo choose all other necessary 'Fown Officers.
4. To authorize the 'Fown IVeasurer to borrow money for the
purpose of meeting the demands of the down, with the ap{)roval of
the Selectmen.
5. d'o hear and act upon the report of the Finance Committee
appointed at meeting held Nov. 12, 1884.
6. ’To raise money for Schools.
7. 'Fo raise money For School Contingent kNpenses.
8. 'Fo raise money for Highways.
9. 'Fo raise money for Sidewalks.
10. To raise money for Crossings and Cutters.
1 1 . 'Fo raise money for the Support of the Poor.
12. 'Fo raise money for the Fire Department.
13. 'Fo raise money for lighting and care of Street Lamj)s.
14. To raise money for additional Street Lamps.
15. 'Fo raise money for Police and Watchmen.
[6. 'Fo raise money for Contingent Fxpenses.
(7. 'Fo raise money to pay Interest on the 'Fown Debt.
18. To raise money for the Reduction of the 'Fown Debt.
19- To raise money for the Public Library.
20. To raise money for Water, viz. : to pay cost of constructing
works for the past year, and for the use of the water, in hydrants,
public buildings, etc.
21. To raise money for Salaries of Town Officers, and to fix the
compensation of all officers and committees elected or appointed by
the Town.
2 2. To raise money for Drainage, Bridges, and Culverts.
2^. Xo raise money for deficiencies in accounts for the past yeai
and for all other necessary expenses for* the ensuing year.
24. do determine the method by which the taxes for the year
shall be collected.
25. do see if the d'own will appropriate money for keeping in
repair and decorating the graves of soldiers on Memorial Day.
26. To see what action will be taken in reference to the school
building and lot on Franklin Street, west of the Highlands depot.
27. d"o see if the d’'own will build a school house at the Fells, on
lot of land presented by Hon. E. S. Converse, and appropriate money
for the same.
28. d'o see if the d^own will build a plank sidewalk on Iremont
Street, between Emerson and Melrose Streets, and appropriate money
for the same, on the petition of F. W. Hunt and others.
29. d'o see if the Town will purchase a Steam Fire Engine and
appropriate money for the same on petition of A. W. Lynde and
others.
30. d"o hear and act on the reports of committees and for the
transaction of any other business which may legally come before this
meeting.
And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested
copies thereof at the several places of Public Worship, and at the
Depots, seven days, at least, before the time of holding said meeting.
Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, with your
doings thereon, to the d own Clerk, at the time and place of said
meeting.
(iiven under our hand this seventeenth day of February, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five.
DANIEL NORTON, ) Selectmen
HENRY O. FIELDS, [ of
WM. BOYNTON, ) Melrose.
A true Copy. Attest, ANSEL B. PIP2RCE, Constable.







